WATER RESOURCES & CONSERVATION
COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARY MINUTES
Wednesday, July 24, 2019
4:15 p.m.
ATTENDANCE
~
Directors: Paul Sethy (Chair), Aziz Akbari
Staff:
Robert Shaver, Laura Hidas, Michelle Myers, Kit Soo

FVP

DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. DWR Bulletin 74 Well Standards Update: Michelle Myers, Groundwater Resources

Manager, provided a background of Alameda County Water District's (District's) regulatory
authority under the Alameda County Water District Groundwater Protection Act (Act) for the
constructibn, repair, reconstruction, and deconstruction of wells, exploratory holes, and other
excavations within the cities of Fremont, Newark, and Union City. The District regulates a
number of wells and other excavations such as water wells, monitoring wells, dewatering
wells, cathodic protection wells, shafts, directional boreholes, and support piles under the
District's Well Ordinance Program. In 2018, the District issued 435 permits for a variety of
types of work and performed 719 inspections. The District's Ordinance No. 2010-01,
adopted by the Board of Directors, and corresponding District Standards provide a guide for
implementing the regulatory authority provided in the Act. The principle goal of the
Standards is to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of the City of
Fremont, Newark, and Union City. The District's Standards are based on the well standards
developed by the Department of Water Resources (DWR), industry procedures and practices,
as well as local groundwater protection needs. DWR provides Statewide minimum
construction and destruction standards in order to prevent wells from becoming preferential
pathways for pollutant movement.
Kit Soo, Well Ordinance Supervisor, continued by providing information on DWR's
proposed update to Bulletins No. 74-81 (December 1981) and 74-90 (Supplement to No. 7481 - June 1991). Given that the finalized Bulletins have not been formally updated for more
than 25 years, the California Conference of Directors of Environmental Health's (CCDEH)
Water Well Technical Advisory (WWTAC) made initial attempts to address updates to the
DWR Standards in · 2010 in collaboration with DWR, the California Groundwater
Associatfon, and other permitting agencies (such as the District). Due to lack of funding,
updating the DWR Standards wasn't revisited until 2017. On January 3, 2019, the
WWTAC's draft revisions to the DWR Standards and comments were submitted to DWR. A
total of 130 comments were submitted to DWR which can be categorized into four areas: 1)
"low hanging fruit" (i.e., update definitions and requirements to current language in the water
code, other technical standards, etc.); 2) "no brainers" (i.e., information that needs to be made
consistent with other requirements where appropriate, etc.); 3) need for technical review (i.e.,
setback/separation distances, minimum seal dimensions, sealing material and placement,
etc.); and 4) need for further research (i.e., white paper with recommendations to address
issues requiring engineering research). DWR noted that there is still a lot of useful and good
information in the current DWR Standards and thus, users have not asked for a complete
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overhaul, but they would like to build on recent studies and reviews (i.e., Draft Groundwater
Heat Exchange Well Standards and other studies/literature).
DWR's vision is to have updated DWR Standards that are enforceable, protective, and based
on current state of knowledge and best practices. DWR' s progress to date includes a
commitment from CCDEH, State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB), and DWR to
update the DWR Standards, formation of a project team, and initiation of outreach to
stakeholders.
DWR' s proposed timeline includes the following:
Summer 2019 - Draft content, form expert panel, design expert panel process
Fall 2019 - Fall 2020- Develop content with guidance from Expert Panel
Fall 2020 - Spring 2021 - Prepare Public Review Draft
Spring 2021 - Release Public Review Draft
Summer 2021 - Incorporate Comments, Finalize Bulletin 74
Fall 2021 - Submit to SWRCB for Model Well Ordinance
Fall 2021 - Spring 2022 - Training and Local Assistance
District staff has been engaged in the update process since 2010 and will continue to
participate to share valuable lessons and experiences based on our 45 years of permitting
experience. District participation will also ensure that the updated standards do not adversely
impact protection of groundwater resources and that they maintain the allowance for agencies
to adopt standards that are deemed most effective at meeting local groundwater protection
needs. Staff will return to Committee as the schedule progresses to provide updates and
other related information.
Staff responded to questions from Directors Sethy and Akbari.
2. Public Comments: There were no comments.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Topics discussed by the Committee were informational only, and no recommendations are being
made.
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