LEGAL, INTERGOVERNMENTAL, &·COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE MEETING
SUMMARY MINUTES
Thursday, March 21, 2019
4:15 P.M.
ATTENDANCE
Directors: Jim Gunther (Chair), Judy Huang 1 ~
Staff:
Robert Shaver, Sharene Gonzales 1~ J
Legislative Representative: Jonathan Clay (by phone)
DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. Update on State Legislation: Jonathan Clay of JGC Government Relations reported that in

early March, the District took an opposed unless amended position on SB 204 (Dodd).
Subsequently, Mr. Clay and Ms. Erin Gilbert met with members of the Senate Natural
Resources and Water Committee to share concerns about the bill. Senator Dodd accepted all
of the committee amendments and the bill did pass out of the committee where it will next be
heard in Senate Appropriations. Budget subcommittees began meeting in early March with
both the Senate and the Assembly receiving a lot of testimony on the Safe Drinking Water
Tax and it is being held open and no action is taken at this time. Mr. Clay and Ms. Gilbert
also met with Senator Wiekowski as the Chair of the Senate Budget Subcommittees 2 on
Resources, Environmental Protection, Energy and Transportation on the Safe Drinking Water
Budget Proposal.
During this reporting period the District submitted letters of support on: AB 510 (Cooley);
SB 669 (Caballero); and AB 533 (Holden).
2. Public Outreach Update: Sharene Gonzales provided a communications and outreach update
covering February 22 through March 21, 2019. The update included an overview of a variety
of District communication and outreach efforts, including routine communications and
program outreach documented in the attached detailed report.
Ms. Gonzales highlighted the water qill message, website articles, social media updates, and
.media coverage for the reporting period. Ms. Gonzales also noted the District promoted two
nationally recognized public information campaigns - Fix a Leak Week and Groundwater
Awareness Week. During the week March 12 - 15, Groundwater Resources staff provided
presentations on the importance of groundwater management and protection to 243 area high
school students. On March 7, Water Resources staff hosted a water-efficient landscape
workshop with 28 people in attendance. During this reporting period, the mailing of the
spring 2019 Aqueduct newsletter began distribution with nearly -117,000 newsletters mailed
to all physical addresses in the service area. Ms. Gonzales also provided information on a
letter mailed to 5,835 customers informing them about the revised policy for water service to
single-family homes that have a fire sprinkler system and will result in a reduction to their bimonthly service charge.
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For the 2018/19 school year, ZunZun has completed 55 school assemblies at 24 different
schools throughout the Tri-City area, and the program will continue throughout the school
year.
For the 2018/19 school year to date, 31,215 pieces of water education materials have been
distributed to teachers in the ACWD service area.
3. Public Comments: There were no public comments.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Topics discussed by the Committee were informational only, and no recommendations are being
made.
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TO: Robert Shaver, Alameda County Water District
FROM: JGC Government Relations, Inc.
DATE: March 14, 2019
SUBJECT: March Legislative Report
Currently what is front and center in Sacramento has nothing to do with water, snow levels
or the apparent ending of the drought and everything to do with the death penalty.
Governor Newsom signed an executive order placing a moratorium on the death penalty
and immediately closing the execution chamber at San Quentin State Prison. This action
will continue to play out in legislation, courts and of course public opinion.
February 22nd was the last day to introduce legislation, and as a result there are currently
over 2700 bills that will be considered this year. We read all of the introduced legislation
and were able to cull through and flag just over 70 bills that we think may be of interest to
ACWD. These bills are included in the attached bill report.
Early in March, once we had a position on SB 204 (Dodd) of oppose unless amended, along
with the other interested stakeholders of the State Water Project and Water Fix we met
with members of the Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee to share our
concerns with the bill. After a robust committee hearing where Senator Dodd accepted all
of the committee amendments that were included in the committee analysis and
additionally committed to work with the opposition on further refinements to the proposal.
The bill did pass out of the committee where it will next be heard in Senate Appropriations.
The budget sub committees began meeting in early March with both the Senate and the
Assembly hearing introductory comments on Department of Water Resources Budget and a
brief overview of the “Conservation is a Way of Life” conversation. We will continue to
monitor these committees and the actions they take. We also met with Senator
Wieckowski as the Chair of Senate Budget Subcommittee 2 on Resources, Environmental
Protection, Energy and Transportation on the Safe Drinking Water Budget Proposal.
We continue to attend the weekly ACWA lobbyist meetings and the monthly ACWA State
Legislative policy committee meeting.

1100 K Street | Suite 100 | Sacramento, CA 95814 | ph 916.441.0202
jclay@jgcconsulting.com | egilbert@jgcconsulting.com | mburgat@jgcconsulting.com

Alameda County Water District Legislative Report
3/14/2019
AB 510

(Cooley D) Local government records: destruction of records.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/13/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/13/2019
Status: 2/21/2019-Referred to Com. on L. GOV.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/21/2019-A. L. GOV.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Current law authorizes the head of a department of a county or city, or the head of a
special district to destroy recordings of telephone and radio communications maintained by that
county, city, or special district after 100 days if that person receives approval from the legislative body
and the written consent of the agency attorney. This bill would exempt the head of a department of a
county or city, or the head of a special district from these recording retention requirements if the
county, city, or special district adopts a records retention policy governing recordings of routine video
monitoring and recordings of telephone and radio communications.
Position
Support
SB 204

Subject

(Dodd D) State Water Project: contracts.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/4/2019 html pdf
Current Analysis: 03/07/2019 Senate Natural Resources And Water (text 2/4/2019)
Introduced: 2/4/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-VOTE: Do pass as amended, but first amend, and re-refer to the Committee on
[Appropriations]
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/12/2019-S. APPR.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources to provide at least 10 days’ notice to
the Joint Legislative Budget Committee and relevant policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature
before holding public sessions to negotiate any potential amendment of a long-term water supply
contract that is of projectwide significance with substantially similar terms intended to be offered to all
contractors, or that would permanently transfer a contractual water amount between contractors.
Position
Oppose Unless
Amend

Subject

Total Measures: 2
Total Tracking Forms: 2
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Alameda County Water District Legislative Report
3/14/2019
AB 60

(Friedman D) Water conservation: water meters: accuracy standards.
Current Text: Amended: 2/25/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 12/3/2018
Last Amend: 2/25/2019
Status: 3/11/2019-Re-referred to Com. on RLS. pursuant to Assembly Rule 96.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/11/2019-A. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Would require the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission, on
or before January 1, 2022, to adopt regulations setting standards for the accuracy of water meters, as
specified. The bill would prohibit any water meter manufactured on or after the effective date of those
regulations from being sold or offered for sale in the state, or installed by a water purveyor, unless it is
certified by the manufacturer to be in compliance with those standards.
Position

AB 64

Subject
Utilities, Water

(Fong R) State project audits.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/3/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/3/2018
Status: 12/4/2018-From printer. May be heard in committee January 3.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 12/3/2018-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law authorizes state projects and provides that those projects will be funded in
whole or in part by the State Project Infrastructure Fund. Current law requires the State Public Works
Board to establish the scope, cost, and delivery method of each state project. This bill would express
the intent of the Legislature to include provisions within this bill that would require an independent
audit of all state projects whose estimated cost exceeds a given threshold.
Position

AB 65

Subject

(Petrie-Norris D) Coastal protection: climate adaption: project prioritization.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/3/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/3/2018
Status: 1/17/2019-Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/17/2019-A. NAT. RES.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/25/2019 2:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 447 ASSEMBLY NATURAL
RESOURCES, FRIEDMAN, Chair
Summary: Would require specified things of the State Coastal Conservancy when it allocates any
funding appropriated pursuant to the The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection,
and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018, including that it prioritize projects that use natural
infrastructure to help adapt to climate change. The bill would require the conservancy to provide
information to the Office of Planning and Research on any projects funded pursuant to the above
provision to be considered for inclusion into the clearinghouse for climate adaption information.
Position

AB 133

Subject

(Quirk-Silva D) Property tax postponement: eligibility: income level.
Current Text: Amended: 3/7/2019 html pdf
Current Analysis: 03/01/2019 Assembly Revenue And Taxation (text 2/19/2019)
Introduced: 12/5/2018
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Last Amend: 3/7/2019
Status: 3/11/2019-Re-referred to Com. on APPR.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/11/2019-A. APPR.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Current law authorizes a claimant to file a claim with the Controller to postpone the
payment of property taxes that are due on the residential dwelling of the claimant pursuant to the
Senior Citizens and Disabled Citizens Property Tax Postponement Law, the Senior Citizens TenantStockholder Property Tax Postponement Law, the Senior Citizens Manufactured Home Property Tax
Postponement Law, and the Senior Citizens Possessory Interest Holder Property Tax Postponement
Law. Current law, for purposes of these laws, does not allow a postponement of property taxes if the
claimant’s household income exceeds $35,000. This bill would revise the income limitations to instead
provide that a claimant’s household income cannot exceed $45,000 or the “low income” limit for a twoperson household in the county in which the household is located, as published annually by the
Department of Housing and Community Development, whichever is greater.
Position

AB 134

Subject

(Bloom D) Safe, clean, affordable, and accessible drinking water.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/5/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/5/2018
Status: 1/7/2019-Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 12/5/2018-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would state findings and declarations relating to the intent of the Legislature to adopt
policies to ensure that every Californian has the right to safe, clean, affordable, and accessible drinking
water.
Position

AB 171

Subject

(Gonzalez D) Employment: sexual harassment.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/8/2019 html pdf
Current Analysis: 03/04/2019 Assembly Labor And Employment (text 1/8/2019)
Introduced: 1/8/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-In committee: Set, first hearing. Hearing canceled at the request of author.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/24/2019-A. JUD.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/26/2019 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 437 ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, STONE, MARK, Chair
Summary: Would prohibit an employer from discharging or in any manner discriminating or retaliating
against an employee because of the employee’s status as a victim of sexual harassment, as defined
by the California Fair Employment and Housing Act. The bill would establish a rebuttable presumption
of unlawful retaliation based on the employee’s status as a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault,
sexual harassment, or stalking if an employer takes specific actions within 90 days following the date
that the victim provides notice to the employer or the employer has actual knowledge of the status.
Position

AB 196

Subject

(Gonzalez D) Paid family leave.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/10/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/10/2019
Status: 1/11/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee February 10.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 1/10/2019-A. PRINT
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Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law establishes, within the state disability insurance program, a family temporary
disability insurance program, also known as the paid family leave program, for the provision of wage
replacement benefits to workers who take time off work to care for a seriously ill family member or to
bond with a minor child within one year of birth or placement, as specified.This bill would state the
Legislature’s intent to enact legislation that would expand the paid family leave program in order to
provide a 100% wage replacement benefit for workers earning $100,000 or less annually.
Position

AB 201

Subject

(Cervantes D) Political Reform Act of 1974: campaign disclosure: mass text messages.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/14/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/14/2019
Status: 1/15/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee February 14.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 1/14/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation establishing disclosure
requirements for campaign-related mass text messages that include the name or image of a candidate
for elective office or refer to a ballot measure.
Position

AB 202

Subject

(Mathis R) Endangered species: conservation: California State Safe Harbor Agreement Program
Act.
Current Text: Amended: 2/26/2019 html pdf
Current Analysis: 03/08/2019 Assembly Water, Parks And Wildlife (text 2/26/2019)
Introduced: 1/14/2019
Last Amend: 2/26/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on APPR. (Ayes 14. Noes 0.) (March
12). Re-referred to Com. on APPR.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/12/2019-A. APPR.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would delete the January 1, 2020, repeal date of the California State Safe Harbor
Agreement Program Act, thereby extending the operation of the act indefinitely. Because submission of
false, inaccurate, or misleading information on an application for a state safe harbor agreement under
the act would be a crime, this bill would extend the application of a crime, thus imposing a statemandated local program.
Position

AB 217

Subject

(Garcia, Eduardo D) Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/16/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/16/2019
Status: 2/4/2019-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/4/2019-A. E.S. & T.M.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would establish the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund in the State Treasury and
would provide that moneys in the fund are available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to the
board to provide a stable source of funding to secure access to safe drinking water for all Californians,
while also ensuring the long-term sustainability of drinking water service and infrastructure.
Position

Subject
Water
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AB 223

(Stone, Mark D) California Safe Drinking Water Act: microplastics.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/16/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/16/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-In committee: Set, first hearing. Hearing canceled at the request of author.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/4/2019-A. E.S. & T.M.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: The California Safe Drinking Water Act requires the State Water Resources Control Board to
administer provisions relating to the regulation of drinking water to protect public health. Current law
requires the state board, on or before July 1, 2020, to adopt a definition of microplastics in drinking
water and, on or before July 1, 2021, to adopt a standard methodology to be used in the testing of
drinking water for microplastics and requirements for 4 years of testing and reporting of microplastics
in drinking water, including public disclosure of those results. This bill would require the state board, to
the extent possible, and where feasible and cost effective, to work with the State Department of Public
Health in complying with those requirements.
Position

AB 231

Subject
Water

(Mathis R) California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: recycled water.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/17/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/17/2019
Status: 2/7/2019-Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/7/2019-A. NAT. RES.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/25/2019 2:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 447 ASSEMBLY NATURAL
RESOURCES, FRIEDMAN, Chair
Summary: Would exempt from CEQA a project to construct or expand a recycled water pipeline for the
purpose of mitigating drought conditions for which a state of emergency was proclaimed by the
Governor if the project meets specified criteria. Because a lead agency would be required to determine
if a project qualifies for this exemption, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. The bill
would also exempt from CEQA the development and approval of building standards by state agencies
for recycled water systems.
Position

AB 249

Subject

(Choi R) Public employers: employee organizations.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/22/2019
Status: 2/7/2019-Referred to Com. on P.E. & R.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/7/2019-A. P.E. & R.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Calendar: 4/3/2019 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT AND
RETIREMENT, RODRIGUEZ, Chair
Summary: Would prohibit a public employer from deterring or discouraging a public employee or an
applicant to be a public employee from opting out of becoming or remaining a member of an employee
organization. The bill would prohibit a public employer from taking adverse action against a public
employee or applicant to be a public employee who opts out of becoming or remaining a member of an
employee organization and would specify that adverse action includes reducing a public employee’s
current level of pay or benefits.
Position

AB 292

Subject

(Quirk D) Recycled water: raw water and groundwater augmentation.
Current Text: Amended: 3/6/2019 html pdf
Current Analysis: 03/08/2019 Assembly Environmental Safety And Toxic Materials (text 3/6/2019)
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Introduced: 1/28/2019
Last Amend: 3/6/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on W., P., & W. with
recommendation: To Consent Calendar. (Ayes 7. Noes 0.) (March 12). Re-referred to Com. on W., P., &
W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/12/2019-A. W.,P. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law requires the State Water Resources Control Board, on or before December 31,
2023, to adopt uniform water recycling criteria for direct potable reuse through raw water
augmentation, as specified. Current law defines “direct potable reuse” and “indirect potable reuse for
groundwater recharge” for these purposes. This bill would eliminate the definition of “direct potable
reuse” and instead would substitute the term “groundwater augmentation” for “indirect potable reuse
for groundwater recharge” in these definitions. The bill would revise the definition of “treated drinking
water augmentation.”
Position

AB 305

Subject

(Nazarian D) Public capital facilities: public water or wastewater agencies: rate reduction bonds.
Current Text: Amended: 3/12/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/29/2019
Last Amend: 3/12/2019
Status: 3/13/2019-Re-referred to Com. on L. GOV.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/11/2019-A. L. GOV.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Current law authorizes certain joint powers authorities, upon application by a local agency
that owns and operates a publicly owned utility, defined to mean certain utilities furnishing water
service to not less than 25,000 customers, to issue rate reduction bonds to finance utility projects, as
defined, subject to certain requirements. Under current law, these rate reduction bonds are secured
by a pledge of utility project property, and the joint powers authority issuing the bonds may impose
on, and collect from, customers of the publicly owned utility a utility project charge to finance the
bonds, as provided. Current law requires the California Pollution Control Financing Authority, among
other things, to review each issuance of rate reduction bonds issued under these provisions and to
submit an annual report to the Legislature containing specified information on its activities under these
provisions for the preceding year. This bill would expand the definition of a publicly owned utility for
these purposes to include certain utilities furnishing wastewater service to not less than 25,000
customers and would authorize an authority to issue rate reduction bonds to finance or refinance
water or wastewater utility projects, as specified.
Position

AB 333

Subject

(Eggman D) Whistleblower protection: state and local independent contractors.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/31/2019 html pdf
Current Analysis: 03/04/2019 Assembly Labor And Employment (text 1/31/2019)
Introduced: 1/31/2019
Status: 3/7/2019-From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on APPR. (Ayes 7. Noes 0.) (March 6).
Re-referred to Com. on APPR.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/11/2019-A. APPR.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Current law prohibits an employer, as defined, or any person acting on behalf of the
employer, as defined, from, among other things, preventing an employee from, or retaliating against an
employee for, providing information to, or testifying before, any public body conducting an
investigation, hearing, or inquiry, if the employee has reasonable cause to believe that the information
discloses a violation of a law, regardless of whether disclosing the information is part of the
employee’s job duties. A violation of these provisions is a crime. This bill would extend the protections
afforded to employees under these provisions to independent contractors and contracted entities
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working for state and local government who are tasked with receiving and investigating complaints
from facilities, services, and programs operated by state and local government.
Position

AB 336

Subject

(Mathis R) State parks: park entrance fees: waivers: 4th grade children.
Current Text: Amended: 3/7/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/31/2019
Last Amend: 3/7/2019
Status: 3/11/2019-Re-referred to Com. on W., P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/7/2019-A. W.,P. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Calendar: 3/26/2019 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY WATER, PARKS AND
WILDLIFE, GARCIA, EDUARDO, Chair
Summary: Would require the Department of Parks and Recreation to waive the day use entrance fees
to a unit of the state park system for any child in the 4th grade, or the 4th grade equivalent, who
holds a valid federally issued “Every Kid in a Park” pass, as provided. The bill would require the
department to post on its internet website information on how to obtain the federal “Every Kid in a
Park” pass, including a hyperlink to the federal program establishing the pass.
Position

AB 382

Subject

(Mathis R) Integrated regional water management plans: grant funding: upper watershed health.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/5/2019 html pdf
Current Analysis: 03/08/2019 Assembly Water, Parks And Wildlife (text 2/5/2019)
Introduced: 2/5/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on APPR. (Ayes 14. Noes 0.) (March
12). Re-referred to Com. on APPR.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/12/2019-A. APPR.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Current law provides that an integrated regional water management plan is eligible for
funding allocated specifically for implementation of integrated regional water management. Current law
requires certain state agencies to include in any set of criteria used to select projects and programs for
funding, a criterion that provides a preference for regional projects or programs. This bill would require
the department to include in any criteria used to select a project or program for grant funding
authorized on or after January 1, 2020 a criterion that provides a preference for a regional water
management group undertaking a project improving upper watershed health upstream and outside of
the defined geographical area covered by the group’s plan.
Position

AB 402

Subject
Water

(Quirk D) State Water Resources Control Board: local primacy delegation: funding stabilization
program.
Current Text: Amended: 3/5/2019 html pdf
Current Analysis: 03/08/2019 Assembly Environmental Safety And Toxic Materials (text 3/5/2019)
Introduced: 2/6/2019
Last Amend: 3/5/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on APPR. (Ayes 5. Noes 0.) (March
12). Re-referred to Com. on APPR.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/12/2019-A. APPR.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: The California Safe Drinking Water Act requires the State Water Resources Control Board to
administer provisions relating to the regulation of drinking water to protect public health. The act
requires the state board to provide the local primacy agency, to the extent funds are available from
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the Safe Drinking Water Account, with an annual drinking water surveillance program grant to cover
the costs of conducting inspection, monitoring, surveillance, and water quality evaluation activities
specified in the local primacy agreement. The act requires the state board to adopt a schedule of fees
and requires a public water system under the jurisdiction of a local primacy agency to pay these fees
to the local primacy agency in lieu of the state board. This bill would include enforcement costs as costs
covered by an annual drinking water surveillance program grant.
Position

AB 429

Subject

(Nazarian D) Seismically vulnerable buildings: inventory.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/7/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/7/2019
Status: 2/8/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee March 10.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/7/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Would declare the intention of the Legislature to enact legislation to implement an
inventory of all seismically vulnerable buildings within California.
Position

AB 441

(Eggman D) Water: underground storage.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/11/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/11/2019
Status: 2/21/2019-Referred to Com. on W., P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/21/2019-A. W.,P. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/26/2019 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY WATER, PARKS AND
WILDLIFE, GARCIA, EDUARDO, Chair
Summary: Under current law, the right to water or to the use of water is limited to that amount of
water that may be reasonably required for the beneficial use to be served. Current law provides for
the reversion of water rights to which a person is entitled when the person fails to beneficially use the
water for a period of 5 years. Current law declares that the storing of water underground, and related
diversions for that purpose, constitute a beneficial use of water if the stored water is thereafter
applied to the beneficial purposes for which the appropriation for storage was made. This bill would
revise the above declaration to additionally provide that certain uses of stored water while
underground constitute beneficial use.
Position

AB 508

Subject

Subject

(Chu D) Drinking water: administrator: consolidation and extension of service.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/13/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/13/2019
Status: 2/14/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee March 16.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/13/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: The California Safe Drinking Water Act authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board
to contract with, or provide a grant to, an administrator to provide administrative, technical,
operational, or managerial services, or any combination of those services, to a designated water
system to assist with the provision of an adequate supply of affordable, safe drinking water. The act
also authorizes the state board to order a designated water system to accept those services from an
administrator appointed by the state board for full oversight of construction or development projects
related to a consolidation or extension of service. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes in
those provisions.
Position

Subject
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AB 533

(Holden D) Income taxes: exclusion: water conservation or efficiency programs: water runoff
management improvement program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/13/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/13/2019
Status: 2/21/2019-Referred to Com. on REV. & TAX.
Is Urgency: Y
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/21/2019-A. REV. & TAX
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/18/2019 2:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 126 ASSEMBLY REVENUE AND
TAXATION, BURKE, Chair
Summary: The Personal Income Tax Law and the Corporation Tax Law, in conformity with federal
income tax law, generally defines “gross income” as income from whatever source derived, except as
specifically excluded, and provides various exclusions from gross income.This bill would provide an
exclusion from gross income for any amount received as a rebate, voucher, or other financial incentive
issued by a local water agency or supplier for any water conservation or efficiency program or water
runoff management improvement program, as provided.
Position

AB 636

Subject

(Gray D) State Water Resources Control Board: water quality objectives.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/15/2019
Status: 2/19/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee March 21.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/15/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Would prohibit the State Water Resources Control Board from implementing water quality
objectives for which the state board makes a certain finding relating to environmental quality until it
has submitted the water quality objectives and a statement of that finding to the appropriate policy
committees of the Legislature and each committee has held a hearing on these matters.
Position

AB 637

Subject
Water

(Gray D) State Water Resources Control Board: regional water quality control boards: severely
disadvantaged communities: drinking water supplies.
Current Text: Amended: 3/11/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/15/2019
Last Amend: 3/11/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-Re-referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/25/2019-A. E.S. & T.M.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/26/2019 1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND
TOXIC MATERIALS, QUIRK, Chair
Summary: Would prohibit the State Water Resources Control Board or a regional board from adopting
or implementing any policy or plan that results in a significant reduction to the drinking water supplies
that serve a severely disadvantaged community, as defined.
Position

AB 638

Subject
Water

(Gray D) Department of Water Resources: water storage capacity.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/15/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-Referred to Com. on W., P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
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Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/25/2019-A. W.,P. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/26/2019 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY WATER, PARKS AND
WILDLIFE, GARCIA, EDUARDO, Chair
Summary: Current law requires the Department of Water Resources to update every 5 years the plan
for the orderly and coordinated control, protection, conservation, development, and use of the water
resources of the state, which is known as The California Water Plan. This bill would require the
department, on or before January 1, 2021, with updates every 2 years thereafter, to identify the
statewide water storage capacity, the adverse impacts to the capacity from the effects of climate
change, and the mitigation strategies for anticipated adverse impacts.
Position

AB 654

Subject
Water

(Rubio, Blanca D) Public records: utility customers: disclosure of personal information.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/15/2019
Status: 2/28/2019-Referred to Com. on JUD.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/28/2019-A. JUD.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/26/2019 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 437 ASSEMBLY JUDICIARY, STONE, MARK, Chair
Summary: Would authorize a local agency to disclose the name, utility usage data, and home address
of utility customers to an officer or employee of another governmental agency when the disclosure is
not necessary for the performance of the other governmental agency’s official duties but is to be used
for scientific, educational, or research purposes, and the requesting agency receiving the disclosed
material agrees to maintain it as confidential in accordance with specified criteria.
Position

AB 658

Subject
Water

(Arambula D) Water rights: water management.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/15/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/15/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-Referred to Com. on W., P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/25/2019-A. W.,P. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/26/2019 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY WATER, PARKS AND
WILDLIFE, GARCIA, EDUARDO, Chair
Summary: Would authorize a groundwater sustainability agency or local agency to apply for, and the
State Water Resources Control Board to issue, a conditional temporary permit for diversion of surface
water to underground storage for beneficial use that advances the sustainability goal of a
groundwater basin, as specified.
Position

AB 707

Subject
Water

(Kalra D) Santa Clara Valley Water District: contracts.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/19/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/19/2019
Status: 2/28/2019-Referred to Com. on L. GOV.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/28/2019-A. L. GOV.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law prescribes competitive bidding procedures for any improvement or unit of work
not performed by the personnel of the Santa Clara Valley Water District if the district estimates the
work to cost over $25,000.This bill would raise that competitive bidding threshold to work estimated to
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cost over $50,000 and would authorize the district board of directors to further raise the threshold
amount, as prescribed. The bill would define terms for purposes of current law.
Position

AB 756

Subject

(Garcia, Cristina D) Public water systems: contaminants.
Current Text: Amended: 3/13/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/19/2019
Last Amend: 3/13/2019
Status: 3/13/2019-From committee chair, with author's amendments: Amend, and re-refer to Com. on
E.S. & T.M. Read second time and amended.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/28/2019-A. E.S. & T.M.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Calendar: 3/26/2019 1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND
TOXIC MATERIALS, QUIRK, Chair
Summary: Would require a public water system to monitor for perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl
substances. The bill would additionally require a public water system to publish and keep current on its
internet website water quality information relating to regulated contaminants and to notify each
customer on the customer’s next water bill and through email, as prescribed, of confirmed detections
of specified excess contaminants.
Position

AB 782

Subject

(Berman D) California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: public agencies: property
transfers.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/19/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/19/2019
Status: 2/28/2019-Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/28/2019-A. NAT. RES.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/25/2019 2:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 447 ASSEMBLY NATURAL
RESOURCES, FRIEDMAN, Chair
Summary: Would exempt from CEQA the acqusition, sale, or other transfer of property by a public
agency for certain purposes, or the funding of that acquisition, sale, or other transfer by a public
agency, if the public agency conditions those transactions on compliance with CEQA before making
physical changes to the transferred property.
Position

AB 834

Subject
Environment

(Quirk D) Freshwater and Estuarine Harmful Algal Bloom Program
Current Text: Introduced: 2/20/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/20/2019
Status: 3/4/2019-Referred to Com. on W., P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/4/2019-A. W.,P. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Calendar: 3/26/2019 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY WATER, PARKS AND
WILDLIFE, GARCIA, EDUARDO, Chair
Summary: Would require the State Water Resources Control Board to establish a Freshwater and
Estuarine Harmful Algal Bloom Program to protect water quality and public health from algal blooms.
The bill would require the state board, in consultation with specified entities, among other things, to
coordinate immediate and long-term algal bloom event incident response, as provided, and conduct
and support algal bloom field assessment and ambient monitoring at the state, regional, watershed,
and site-specific waterbody scales.
Position

Subject
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AB 835

(Quirk D) Safe recreational water use: standards: harmful algal blooms.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/20/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/20/2019
Status: 3/4/2019-Referred to Com. on W., P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/4/2019-A. W.,P. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law requires the State Department of Public Health, by regulation and in
consultation with the State Water Resources Control Board, local health officers, and the public, to
establish, maintain, and amend as necessary, minimum standards for the sanitation of public beaches.
This bill would require the department, by regulation and in consultation with the board, local health
officers, and the public, to establish, maintain, and amend as necessary, minimum standards for the
safety of freshwater recreational bodies as related to harmful algal blooms, as it determines are
reasonably necessary for the protection of the public health and safety.
Position

AB 841

Subject
Public health

(Ting D) Drinking water: contaminants: perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/20/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/20/2019
Status: 3/4/2019-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/4/2019-A. E.S. & T.M.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/26/2019 1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND
TOXIC MATERIALS, QUIRK, Chair
Summary: Would require the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment to adopt and
complete a work plan within prescribed timeframes to assess which substances in the class of
perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances should be tested as a risk to human health. The bill
would require the office, as part of those assessments, to determine which of the substances are
appropriate candidates for notification levels to be adopted by the State Water Resources Control
Board.
Position

AB 945

Subject
Water

(McCarty D) Local government: financial affairs: surplus funds.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/20/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/20/2019
Status: 3/4/2019-Referred to Coms. on L. GOV. and B. & F.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 3/4/2019-A. L. GOV.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Existing law prescribes the instruments and criteria by which a local agency, as defined,
may invest and deposit its funds, including its surplus funds. This bill would, commencing January 1,
2020, authorize a local agency to invest and deposit the agency’s surplus funds in deposits at
specified types of financial institutions whether those investments are certificates of deposit or
another form, and would increase the percentage of the local agency’s funds that can be invested to
50%. The bill would make additional conforming changes.
Position

AB 992

Subject

(Mullin D) Open meetings: local agencies: social media.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/21/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/21/2019
Status: 3/7/2019-Referred to Com. on L. GOV.
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Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 3/7/2019-A. L. GOV.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would provide that the Ralph M. Brown Act does not apply to the posting, commenting,
liking, interaction with, or participation in, internet-based social media platforms that are ephemeral,
live, or static, by a majority of the members of a legislative body, provided that a majority of the
members do not discuss among themselves business of a specific nature that is within the subject
matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the local agency.
Position

AB 1035

(Mayes R) Personal information: data breaches.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/21/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/21/2019
Status: 3/7/2019-Referred to Com. on P. & C.P.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 3/7/2019-A. P. & C.P.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would require a person or business, as defined, that owns or licenses computerized data
that includes personal information to disclose any breach of the security of the system within 72 hours
following discovery or notification of the breach, subject to the legitimate needs of law enforcement, as
provided.
Position

AB 1067

Subject
Local Govt

Subject

(Bigelow R) Public lands: Department of Parks and Recreation: wildfire management plan:
wildland-urban interface.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/21/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/21/2019
Status: 3/7/2019-Referred to Coms. on W., P., & W. and NAT. RES.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/7/2019-A. W.,P. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/26/2019 9 a.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY WATER, PARKS AND
WILDLIFE, GARCIA, EDUARDO, Chair
Summary: Would require the Director of Parks and Recreation, no later than January 1, 2023, to
develop and implement a wildfire management plan for all property under the jurisdiction of the
Department of Parks and Recreation that is in the wildland-urban interface, as defined.
Position

AB 1180

Subject
fire

(Friedman D) Water: recycled water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/21/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/21/2019
Status: 3/11/2019-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/11/2019-A. E.S. & T.M.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/26/2019 1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND
TOXIC MATERIALS, QUIRK, Chair
Summary: The California Safe Drinking Water Act requires the State Water Resources Control Board to
administer provisions relating to the regulation of drinking water to protect public health. Current law
requires, on or before January 1, 2020, the state board to adopt standards for backflow protection
and cross-connection control through the adoption of a policy handbook, as specified. This bill would
require that handbook to include provisions for the use of a swivel or changeover device to supply
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potable water to a dual-plumbed system during an interruption in recycled water service.
Position

AB 1194

(Frazier D) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: Delta Stewardship Council.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/21/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/21/2019
Status: 3/11/2019-Referred to Com. on W., P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/11/2019-A. W.,P. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would increase the membership of the Delta Stewardship Council to 13 members, including
11 voting members and 2 nonvoting members, as specified. By imposing new duties upon local officials
to appoint new members to the council, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.
Position

AB 1204

Subject

Subject
Water

(Rubio, Blanca D) Public water systems: primary drinking water standards: implementation date.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/21/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/21/2019
Status: 3/11/2019-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Is Urgency:
Is Fiscal:
Location: 3/11/2019-A. E.S. & T.M.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/26/2019 1:30 p.m. - State Capitol, Room 444 ASSEMBLY ENVIRONMENTAL SAFETY AND
TOXIC MATERIALS, QUIRK, Chair
Summary: Would require the adoption or amendment of a primary drinking water standard for a
contaminant in drinking water not regulated by a federal primary drinking water standard or that is
more stringent than a federal primary drinking water standard to take effect 3 years after the date on
which the state board adopts or amends the primary drinking water standard. The bill would authorize
the state board to delay the effective date of the primary drinking water standard adoption or
amendment by no more than 2 additional years as necessary for capital improvements to comply with
a maximum contaminant level or treatment technique.
Position

AB 1381

(Salas D) Safe Drinking Water Plan.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/22/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law, known as the California Safe Drinking Water Act, requires the State Water
Resources Control Board to maintain a drinking water program and carry out various duties,
responsibilities, and functions relating to drinking water, including submission to the Legislature, every
5 years, of a comprehensive Safe Drinking Water Plan for California. This bill would make
nonsubstantive changes to the provision requiring submission of a Safe Drinking Water Plan.
Position

AB 1414

Subject

Subject
Water

(Friedman D) Urban retail water suppliers: reporting.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
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Location: 2/22/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Would require each urban retail water supplier on or before January 1 of each year until
January 1, 2024, to submit a completed and validated water loss audit report as prescribed by the
Department of Water Resources. The bill would require on or before January 1, 2024, and on or before
January 1 of each year thereafter, each urban retail water supplier to submit a completed and
validated water loss audit report for the previous calendar year or previous fiscal year as part of an
existing report relating to its urban water use.
Position

AB 1415

(Friedman D) Department of Water Resources: reporting requirements: civil penalties.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/22/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law establishes the CalConserve Water Use Efficiency Revolving Fund and makes
the moneys in the fund available to the Department of Water Resources, upon appropriation by the
Legislature, for the purpose of water conservation and water use efficiency projects. This bill would
require the department to impose a civil penalty on any person or entity who fails to file with the
department a specified report or plan by the deadline required for that particular report or plan, as
provided.
Position

AB 1432

Subject
Water

(Dahle R) Urban water use objectives: indoor residential water use.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/22/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law, until January 1, 2025, establishes 55 gallons per capita daily as the standard
for indoor residential water use, beginning January 1, 2025, establishes the greater of 52.5 gallons
per capita daily or a standard recommended by the department and the board as the standard for
indoor residential water use, and beginning January 1, 2030, establishes the greater of 50 gallons per
capita daily or a standard recommended by the department and the board as the standard for indoor
residential water use. This bill would make a nonsubstantive change to those provisions.
Position

AB 1486

Subject
Water

Subject

(Ting D) Local agencies: surplus land.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/22/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law prescribes requirements for the disposal of surplus land by a local agency. This
bill would expand the definition of “local agency” to include sewer, water, utility, and local and regional
park districts, joint powers authorities, successor agencies to former redevelopment agencies, housing
authorities, and other political subdivisions of this state and any instrumentality thereof that is
empowered to acquire and hold real property, thereby requiring these entities to comply with these
requirements for the disposal of surplus land.
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Position

AB 1588

Subject

(Gloria D) Drinking water and wastewater operator certification programs.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/22/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would require for purposes of water treatment operator certification experience a
treatment plant using advanced water treatment processes, as defined, that treats water of
wastewater origin for purposes of water reuse to be considered to provide certain equivalent
experience to working at a water treatment plant. The bill would require for purposes of water
distribution operator certification experience operation of a recycled water distribution system to be
considered to provide equivalent experience to operating a potable distribution system.
Position

AB 1653

(Frazier D) Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/22/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law makes legislative findings and declarations relating to the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta and its invaluable and unique resources of major statewide significance.This bill would
make nonsubstantive changes to those findings and declarations.
Position

AB 1819

Subject

(Committee on Judiciary) Inspection of public records: use of requester’s reproduction
equipment.
Current Text: Introduced: 3/6/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 3/6/2019
Status: 3/7/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee April 6.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/6/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: The California Public Records Act requires state and local agencies to make public records
available upon receipt of a request that reasonably describes an identifiable record not otherwise
exempt from disclosure, and upon payment of fees to cover costs. This bill would grant the requester
the right to use the requester’s equipment, without being charged any fees or costs, to photograph or
otherwise copy or reproduce any record upon inspection, unless the means of copy or reproduction
would damage the record.
Position

AB 1822

Subject
Utilities, Water

Subject

(Committee on Local Government) Local Government: omnibus.
Current Text: Introduced: 3/11/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 3/11/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee April 11.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 3/11/2019-A. PRINT
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Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Currrent law requires a commission to develop and determine the sphere of influence of
each city and each special district within the county and enact policies designed to promote the logical
and orderly development of areas within each sphere. Current law requires the commission, in order to
prepare and update spheres of influence in accordance with this requirement, to conduct a service
review of the municipal services provided in the county or other appropriate area designated by the
commission, as specified. Current law defines “sphere of influence” to mean a plan for the probable
physical boundaries and service area of a local agency. Current law defines the term “service” for
purposes of the act to mean a specific governmental activity established within, and as a part of, a
general function of the special district, as specified. This bill would revise the definition of the term
“service” for these purposes to mean a specific governmental activity established within, and as a part
of, a general function of the local agency.
Position

SB 1

(Atkins D) California Environmental, Public Health, and Workers Defense Act of 2019.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/3/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/3/2018
Status: 2/12/2019-Set for hearing March 20.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/16/2019-S. E.Q.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/20/2019 Upon adjournment of the Joint Hearing of Natural Resources and Water and
Environmental Quality Committee - Room 3191 SENATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, ALLEN, Chair
Summary: Current state law regulates the discharge of air pollutants into the atmosphere. The
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act regulates the discharge of pollutants into the waters of the
state. The California Safe Drinking Water Act establishes standards for drinking water and regulates
drinking water systems. The California Endangered Species Act requires the Fish and Game
Commission to establish a list of endangered species and a list of threatened species, and generally
prohibits the taking of those species. This bill would require specified agencies to take prescribed
actions regarding certain federal requirements and standards pertaining to air, water, and protected
species, as specified.
Position

SB 19

Subject

Subject

(Dodd D) Water resources: stream gages.
Current Text: Amended: 2/28/2019 html pdf
Current Analysis: 03/07/2019 Senate Natural Resources And Water (text 2/28/2019)
Introduced: 12/3/2018
Last Amend: 2/28/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on APPR. (Ayes 8. Noes 0.) (March
12). Re-referred to Com. on APPR.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/12/2019-S. APPR.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources and the State Water Resources Control
Board, upon an appropriation of funds by the Legislature, to develop a plan to deploy a network of
stream gages that includes a determination of funding needs and opportunities for modernizing and
reactivating existing gages and deploying new gages, as specified. The bill would require the
department and the board, in consultation with the Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Department of
Conservation, the Central Valley Flood Protection Board, interested stakeholders, and, to the extent
they wish to consult, local agencies, to develop the plan to address significant gaps in information
necessary for water management and the conservation of freshwater species.
Position

SB 45

Subject

(Allen D) Wildfire, Drought, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020.
Current Text: Amended: 3/5/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 12/3/2018
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Last Amend: 3/5/2019
Status: 3/13/2019-Set for hearing March 26.
Is Urgency: Y
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/16/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Calendar: 3/26/2019 9:30 a.m. - Room 112 SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND WATER, STERN, Chair
Summary: Would enact the Wildfire, Drought, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020, which, if
approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an amount of $4,300,000,000
pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects to restore fire damaged areas,
reduce wildfire risk, create healthy forest and watersheds, reduce climate impacts on urban areas and
vulnerable populations, protect water supply and water quality, protect rivers, lakes, and streams,
reduce flood risk, protect fish and wildlife from climate impacts, improve climate resilience of agricultural
lands, and protect coastal lands and resources.
Position

SB 62

Subject

(Dodd D) Endangered species: accidental take associated with routine and ongoing agricultural
activities: state safe harbor agreements.
Current Text: Amended: 2/25/2019 html pdf
Current Analysis: 03/07/2019 Senate Natural Resources And Water (text 2/25/2019)
Introduced: 1/3/2019
Last Amend: 2/25/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-VOTE: Do pass as amended, but first amend, and re-refer to the Committee on
[Appropriations]
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/12/2019-S. APPR.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Under the California Endangered Species Act, the Department of Fish and Wildlife may
authorize the take of listed species pursuant to an incidental take permit if the take is incidental to an
otherwise lawful activity, the impacts are minimized and fully mitigated, and the issuance of the permit
would not jeopardize the continued existence of the species. The act requires the department to
adopt regulations for the issuance of incidental take permits. Current law also provides that a violation
of the Fish and Game Code is a crime. This bill would make this exception permanent. The bill would
also require a person, when an accidental take is known to occur under these provisions, to report the
take to the department within 10 days.
Position

SB 70

(Nielsen R) Central Valley Project: state agency.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/9/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/9/2019
Status: 1/16/2019-Referred to Com. on RLS.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 1/9/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law authorizes the Central Valley Project to provide for the construction, in a
specified manner, of a system of works for the conservation, development, storage, distribution, and
utilization of water, with incidental generation, transmission, and distribution of electrical power.
Current law defines the term “state agency” for the purpose of the project.This bill would make
nonsubstantive changes to that definition.
Position

SB 134

Subject
Environment

Subject

(Hertzberg D) Water conservation: water loss performance standards: enforcement.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/15/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/15/2019
Status: 3/13/2019-Set for hearing April 9.
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Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/24/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 4/9/2019 9:30 a.m. - Room 112 SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND WATER, STERN, Chair
Summary: Current law authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board to issue information
orders, written notices, and conservation orders to an urban retail water supplier that does not meet
its urban water use objective, and existing law authorizes the board to impose civil liability for a
violation of an order or regulation issued pursuant to these provisions, as specified. Current law
requires the board, no earlier than January 1, 2019, and no later than July 1, 2020, to adopt rules
requiring urban retail water suppliers to meet performance standards for the volume of water losses.
This bill would prohibit the board from imposing liability for a violation of the performance standards for
the volume of water losses except as part of the enforcement of an urban water use objective.
Position

SB 199

Subject
Water

(Hill D) Public Utilities Commission: Office of the Safety Advocate.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/31/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/31/2019
Status: 2/13/2019-Referred to Com. on E., U. & C.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/13/2019-S. E. U., & C.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Under current law, the Public Utilities Commission has regulatory authority over public
utilities, including electrical corporations, gas corporations, and water corporations. Current law
establishes the Office of the Safety Advocate within the commission, until January 1, 2020, to advocate
for the continuous, cost-effective improvement of the safety management and safety performance of
public utilities.This bill would extend the operation of the Office of the Safety Advocate until January 1,
2025.
Position

SB 200

Subject

(Monning D) Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund.
Current Text: Amended: 3/11/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/31/2019
Last Amend: 3/11/2019
Status: 3/11/2019-From committee with author's amendments. Read second time and amended. Rereferred to Com. on EQ.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/13/2019-S. E.Q.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/20/2019 Upon adjournment of the Joint Hearing of Natural Resources and Water and
Environmental Quality Committee - Room 3191 SENATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, ALLEN, Chair
Summary: Would establish the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund in the State Treasury and
would provide that moneys in the fund are continuously appropriated to the State Water Resources
Control Board. The bill would require the board to administer the fund to provide a stable source of
funding to secure access to safe drinking water for all Californians, while also ensuring the long-term
sustainability of drinking water service and infrastructure. The bill would authorize the board to provide
for the deposit into the fund of federal contributions, voluntary contributions, gifts, grants, and
bequests. The bill would require the board to expend moneys in the fund for grants, loans, contracts,
or services to assist eligible applicants with projects relating to the provision of safe and affordable
drinking water.
Position

SB 226

Subject

(Nielsen R) Watershed restoration: grant program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/7/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/7/2019
Status: 3/13/2019-Set for hearing April 9.
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Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/21/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 4/9/2019 9:30 a.m. - Room 112 SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND WATER, STERN, Chair
Summary: Current law authorizes the Natural Resources Agency and the California Environmental
Protection Agency to jointly develop and submit to the Legislature a plan for forest and water
restoration investments for the drainages that supply specified reservoirs. This bill would require the
agency to develop and implement a watershed restoration grant program, as provided, for purposes
of awarding grants to private property land owners to assist them with watershed restoration on
watersheds that have been affected by wildfire, as specified. The bill would require the agency to
provide technical resources to the private property land owners seeking assistance with watershed
restoration, as provided.
Position

SB 241

Subject
Water

(Moorlach R) Public agencies: joint powers authorities: contracts.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/11/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/11/2019
Status: 2/21/2019-Referred to Coms. on GOV. & F. and L., P.E. & R.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/21/2019-S. GOV. & F.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would require the governing body of each member agency of an agency established
pursuant to a joint powers agreement to approve and ratify each memorandum of understanding
negotiated between the joint powers agency and its employees. This bill would further require each
member agency to a joint powers agreement to approve and ratify each contract for municipal services
or functions, as defined, negotiated between the joint powers agency and the entity providing the
services or functions.
Position

SB 332

Subject

(Hertzberg D) Wastewater treatment: recycled water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/19/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/19/2019
Status: 3/5/2019-Set for hearing April 3.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/28/2019-S. E.Q.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Calendar: 4/3/2019 9:30 a.m. - Room 3191 SENATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, ALLEN, Chair
Summary: Would declare, except in compliance with the bill’s provisions, that the discharge of treated
wastewater from ocean outfalls is a waste and unreasonable use of water. The bill would require each
wastewater treatment facility that discharges through an ocean outfall and affiliated water suppliers
to reduce the facility’s annual flow as compared to the average annual wastewater discharge baseline
volume, as prescribed, by at least 50% on or before January 1, 2030, and by at least 95% on or before
January 1, 2040. The bill would subject the owner or operator of a wastewater treatment facility, as
well as the affiliated water suppliers, to a civil penalty of $2,000 per acre-foot of water above the
required reduction in overall volume discharge for the failure to meet these deadlines.
Position

SB 355

Subject
Water

(Portantino D) Joint powers agencies: meetings.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/19/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/19/2019
Status: 2/28/2019-Referred to Com. on GOV. & F.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/28/2019-S. GOV. & F.
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Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law authorizes a joint powers agency to include in its joint powers agreement
provisions authorizing, among others, any designated alternate member of the legislative body of the
joint powers agency is also a member of the legislative body of a member local agency, and who is
attending in lieu of that agency’s regularly appointed member, to attend closed sessions of the joint
powers agency, as specified. This bill would eliminate the requirement that the designated alternate
member of the legislative body of the joint powers agency also be a member of the legislative body of
a member local agency.
Position

SB 474

Subject

(Stern D) Department of Water Resources: appropriations of water.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/21/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/21/2019
Status: 3/13/2019-Set for hearing April 9.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/7/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 4/9/2019 9:30 a.m. - Room 112 SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND WATER, STERN, Chair
Summary: Under existing law, the Department of Water Resources is required to make and file with
the State Water Resources Control Board applications for the appropriation of any water that, in the
department’s judgment, is or may be required in the development and completion of all or part of a
general or coordinated plan for the development, utilization, or conservation of the water resources of
the state. Existing law gives those applications priority, as of the date of filing the application, over any
subsequent application and exempts certain water rights diligence provisions from generally applying
to the applications.This bill would eliminate the exemption from the application of the diligence
provisions as of January 1, 2021.
Position

SB 518

Subject

(Wieckowski D) Public records: disclosure: court costs and attorney’s fees.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/21/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/21/2019
Status: 3/7/2019-Referred to Coms. on JUD. and APPR.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 3/7/2019-S. JUD.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: The California Public Records Act, when it appears to a superior court that certain public
records are being improperly withheld from a member of the public, requires the court to order the
officer or person charged with withholding the records to disclose the public record or show cause why
that officer or person should not do so. The act requires the court to award court costs and reasonable
attorney’s fees to the plaintiff if the plaintiff prevails in litigation filed pursuant to these provisions, and
requires the court to award court costs and reasonable attorney’s fees to the public agency if the
court finds that the plaintiff’s case is clearly frivolous. This bill, for purposes of the award of court costs
and reasonable attorney’s fees pursuant to the above provisions, would specifically notwithstand a
provision of existing law that prescribes the withholding or augmentation of costs if an offer is made
before judgment or award in a trial or arbitration.
Position

SB 556

Subject

(Pan D) Professional land surveyors.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 3/7/2019-Referred to Com. on B., P. & E.D.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/7/2019-S. B., P. & E.D.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Page 20/23

Summary: Would include within the practices that subject a person to the Professional Land
Surveyors’ Act, with regard to the practice of identifying the alignment or elevation of fixed works, the
laying out through the use of mathematics or geometric measurements the alignment or elevation for
any of the fixed works embraced within the practice of civil engineering, including any items designed
within the practice of electrical engineering or mechanical engineering. The bill would expand the
practice of land surveying to include determining the benthic surface below water bodies and the
measuring for volumetric calculations of earthwork.
Position

SB 559

Subject
Water

(Hurtado D) Department of Water Resources: grant: Friant-Kern Canal.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 3/13/2019-Set for hearing April 9.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/7/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Calendar: 4/9/2019 9:30 a.m. - Room 112 SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND WATER, STERN, Chair
Summary: Under current law, the United States Bureau of Reclamation operates the federal Central
Valley Project and the Department of Water Resources operates the State Water Project to supply
water to persons and entities in the state. This bill would appropriate $400,000,000 to the department
for the purposes of restoring the Friant-Kern Canal to its full capacity. The bill would require the
department to make a grant of$400,000,000 to a specified joint powers authority to restore the
capacity of the canal.
Position

SB 576

Subject
Water

(Umberg D) State Coastal Conservancy: coastal climate change adaptation, infrastructure, and
readiness program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 3/13/2019-Set for hearing April 9.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/7/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 4/9/2019 9:30 a.m. - Room 112 SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND WATER, STERN, Chair
Summary: Would require the State Coastal Conservancy to develop and implement a coastal climate
adaptation, infrastructure, and readiness program designed to, among other things, improve the
climate change resiliency of the state’s coastal communities, infrastructure, and habitat, as prescribed,
and host an international conference on coastal climate change not less than once every 2 years.
Position

SB 615

Subject
Land Use
Planning

(Hueso D) Public records: disclosure.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-From printer. May be acted upon on or after March 27. Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/22/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: The California Public Records Act, when it appears to a superior court that certain public
records are being improperly withheld from a member of the public, requires the court to order the
officer or person charged with withholding the records to disclose the public record or show cause why
they should not do so. The act requires the court to award court costs and reasonable attorney’s fees
to the requester if the requester prevails in litigation filed pursuant to these provisions, and requires
the court to award court costs and reasonable attorney’s fees to the public agency if the court finds
that the requestor’s case is clearly frivolous. This bill would require a person to meet and confer in
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good faith with the agency in an attempt to informally resolve each issue before instituting any
proceeding for injunctive or declarative relief or writ of mandate.
Position

SB 668

Subject

(Rubio D) Fire hydrants: water suppliers: regulations.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-From printer. May be acted upon on or after March 27. Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/22/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law requires the State Fire Marshal to establish a statewide uniform color coding of
fire hydrants that relates to flow testing. Each agency that maintains fire hydrants is required to
comply with these requirements as part of its ongoing maintenance program.This bill would require the
State Water Resources Control Board, by December 1, 2021, to develop and adopt regulations for
reporting and inspections regarding public water suppliers. The bill would require that the regulations
adopted by the board ensure water suppliers’ compliance with local standards for fire safety.
Position

SB 669

Subject

(Caballero D) Water quality: Safe Drinking Water Fund.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-From printer. May be acted upon on or after March 27. Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/22/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would establish the Safe Drinking Water Fund in the State Treasury and would provide that
moneys in the fund are continuously appropriated to the State Water Resources Control Board. The bill
would require the state board to administer the fund to assist community water systems in
disadvantaged communities that are chronically noncompliant relative to the federal and state drinking
water standards and do not have the financial capacity to pay for operation and maintenance costs to
comply with those standards, as specified.
Position

SB 699

(Hill D) Director of Water Resources.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-From printer. May be acted upon on or after March 27. Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/22/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law establishes in the Natural Resources Agency the Department of Water
Resources, which is under the control of the Director of Water Resources. Current law provides for the
appointment of the director by the Governor, subject to confirmation by the Senate. Current law
requires the director to organize the department as necessary and authorizes the director to create
divisions, subdivisions, and branch offices, as prescribed.This bill would make nonsubstantive changes
relating to the powers of the director.
Position

SB 762

Subject

Subject

(Jones R) Groundwater storage: beneficial use.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/22/2019
Status: 2/25/2019-From printer. May be acted upon on or after March 27. Read first time.
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Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/22/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law specifies that the storing of water underground, including the diversion of
streams and the flowing of water on lands necessary to the accomplishment of that storage,
constitutes a beneficial use of water if the water so stored is thereafter applied to the beneficial
purposes for which the appropriation for storage was made.This bill would make a nonsubstantive
change in those provisions.
Position

SB 779

Subject
Water

(Committee on Natural Resources and Water) Appropriation of water: change of point of
diversion, place of use, or purpose of use.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/27/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/27/2019
Status: 2/28/2019-From printer. May be acted upon on or after March 30.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/27/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: The State Water Resources Control Board administers a water rights program pursuant to
which the board grants permits and licenses to appropriate water. Current law authorizes an
applicant, permittee, or licensee to change the point of diversion, place of use, or purpose of use from
that specified in the application, permit, or license, upon permission of the board, as specified. Existing
law after a hearing authorizes the board to grant or refuse as the facts warrant permission to change
the point of diversion, place of use, or purpose of use. This bill would authorize an applicant,
permittee, or licensee to change any other provision or condition from that specified in the application,
permit, or license upon permission of the board.
Position

SB 785

Subject

(Committee on Natural Resources and Water) Public resources: parklands, freshwater
resources, and coastal resources.
Current Text: Introduced: 3/11/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 3/11/2019
Status: 3/12/2019-From printer. May be acted upon on or after April 11.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 3/11/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law, until January 1, 2020, generally prohibits a person from possessing, importing,
shipping, or transporting in the state, or from placing, planting, or causing to be placed or planted in
any water within the state, dreissenid mussels, and authorizes the Director of Fish and Wildlife or the
director’s designee to engage in various enforcement activities with regard to dreissenid mussels.
Among those activities, current law authorizes the director to conduct inspections of waters of the
state and facilities located within waters of the state that may contain dreissenid mussels and, if those
mussels are detected or may be present, order the closure of the affected waters or facilities to
conveyances or otherwise restrict access to the affected waters or facilities, with the concurrence of
the Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency. This bill would extend to January 1, 2030, the repeal
date of those provisions.
Position

Subject
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Legal, Intergovernmental and Community Affairs Committee
Monthly Update - Thursday, March 21, 2019
Routine District Communications
Bill Message
March 1 - current - On February 7, 2019, the Board of Directors approved a
2-year water rate increase -- 4 percent beginning March 1, 2019 and 4
percent beginning March 1, 2020 , to both the bimonthly service charge and
the per-unit water consumption charge . Bills will be prorated for the new rates
for billing periods spanning the March 1 date. Visit www.acwd.org/rates for
more information .
The Board also approved the water shortage emergency stage rates , updates
to the Fireline Policy, and increased the Help on Tap bill credit. Visit
www.acwd.org for more information .
Annual water main cleaning to maintain water quality is underway through
June 2019. Learn more and check if your street is included in this year's
schedule by visiting www.acwd.org/maincleaning or call 510.668.6500.

Website. Articles and Updates
• It's Fix A Leak Week, March 18 through 24! Receive a Free Leak
Detection and Repair Kit
• Spring 2019 ACWD Aqueduct Newsletter Now Available
• Survey Report on Groundwater Conditions Now Available
• ACWD's Water Main Cleaning Program to Occur January Through June
2019
Social Media
• Facebook - 402 followers (+56)
• Twitter - 553 followers (+2)
• Postings include - Groundwater Awareness Week, Engineering
Technician Exam, Happy International Women 's Day, Landscape
Workshop; ACWD job postings; Main Cleaning; Infrastructure to the
Mountain Tunnel; More Steelhead; National Engineers Week,
• YouTube - 20 Subscribers
Media Coverage
• Television/Radio/Print
o Feb 26 - Tri-City Voice - The ACWD Connection - Board of
Directors Approves Increase in Help on Tap Program Credit
o Feb 26 - Tri-City Voice - Water rates in Alameda to increase from
March
o Feb 26 - Kron4.com - Crews monitoring water levels at Alameda
Creek

o

o
o

Mar 5 - Tri-City Voice - The ACWD Connection - Designing Native
Gardens Workshop
Mar 12 - Tri-City Voice - The ACWD Connection - ACWD
Celebrates National Groundwater Awareness Week
Mar 19 - Tri-City Voice - The ACWD Connection - It's Fix A Leak
Week

Other Communication & Outreach
• Finance
o Feb 20 - Finance mailed approximately 5,835 letters informing
customers about the revised policy for water service to single-family
homes that have a fire sprinkler system and will result in a
reduction to the bi-monthly service charge.
• Office of the General Manager
o Feb 28 - Sharene Gonzales attended NBC Bay Area News Station
Tour.
o Mar 4 - Sharene Gonzales attended the first planning meeting for
Niles Canyon 2019 Stroll and Roll to be held on September 22,
2019.
o Mar 12 - Began distribution of spring issue of The Aqueduct
newsletter. Mailed -117,000 to all physical addresses.
• Water Resources
o Feb/Mar - Tri-City Ecology Newsletter article advertising waterefficient landscape workshops
o Mar - Created Conservation Calendar event on ACWD website
regarding upcoming landscape workshop
o Mar 7 - ACWD hosted water-efficient landscape workshop,
"Designing Native Gardens." 28 people attended the workshop.
o Mar 12-15 - Groundwater Awareness Week: Groundwater
Resources staff made presentations on the importance of
groundwater and its protection to 243 students in AP Environmental
Science Classes at five high schools in our service area.
School Education Program
• 2018/19 ZunZun is performing at school assemblies with 55 assemblies
completed at 24 different schools. The program will continue throughout
the school year.
• 31,215 school supplies have been distributed.
Upcoming Events
• Saturday, April 20 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. - Go Green City of Fremont Earth
Day event 2019, Washington Hospital
• Sunday, April 28 1·0 a.m. - 3 p.m. - Leaf's Earth Day Celebration California Nursery Historic Park (Niles Blvd at Nursery, Fremont CA)

February 26, 2019
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WHAT'S HAPPENING'S TRI-CITY VOICE

THE ACWD CON·NECTION
Board of Directors Approves Increase in Help

~n

Tap Program Credit

Customers participating in the Help on Tap Program will soon see an increase to the bimonthly bill credit from $20 to $251 This p~ogram
provides bill payment assistance for income-qualified residential customers. The increase becomes effective March 1 and does not
require action_from customers currently participating. Those who enrolled in early 2017 will soon receive re-enrollment materials from
the District. And w ith updated income guidelines, more customers may qualify.
Nu.mber of Persons in Household

Total Combined Gross Annual Income*

1,.2

$33,820 or less

3

$42,660 or less

Increased to $25 per

$51,500 .or less

bimonthly bill I

.

4

5
· Each additional person, add

/

$60,340 or less

$8,840

* Incom e guidelines effective February 1, 2019

I) YouU

Applications are available at www.acwd.org/HOT or call 510.668.4200
Proud t o provide a reliable-supply of h1gh quality water at a reasonable price ~o Fremont, Newark an d Union City

Alameda to increase
from March
SUBMITIED BY .
SHARENE GoNZALES

On February 7, Alameda
County Water District Board of
Directors approved a two-year
water rate increase - 4 percent
beginning March 1, 2019 and
4 percent beginning March 1,
2020, to both the bimonthly
service charge and water
consumption. charge. The board
also approved water shortage
emergency stage rates. The
approved rate increase for each of
the next two years' results in an
.
average increase. of $2.41 pe_r
month to residential customers
in 2019 and another $2.51 per
month in 2020 "- totaling to
about $5.02 per month .over the
two-year period. ACWD's water
rates continue to be in the lowest
third of 30 w~ter utilities in
the Bay Area.
About a third of the total
revenue that ACWD collects
will be used to fund critical ;
infrastructure improvement,
including the ongoing
replacement of about .900 miles
of aging water mains, and
constructing fish ladders along
·Alameda Creek. The remaining
revenue will be used to cover
increasing operations and
maintenance costs. To ensure
enough revenue is available
during a water shortage
emergency, the board for the first
time adopted "stage rates." ·
These rates would only be .
implemented in the event of a
water emergency dedared by th~
board. There would.be a public
-hearing process for the board to
declare the water emergency.
The board has also approved
changes to the fireline policy:
Fireline residential service is
water service fo'r both
residendal-water needs and a
home's fire sprinkler system
through the same connection to
the water system. This type of
service is common for home .
built since the 1990s. The policy

About a third
ofthe total
revenue that
ACWD collects
will be used to
fund critical
I

infrastructur~

improvement,
including the
ongoing
replacement of
·about 900 miles ·
ofagin:g
water mains
on the smallest meter that cquld
provide adequate water service ·
absent the fife sprinkler system.
· Most customers that have a ·
residential fireline will experience
a decrease in. their service charge,
the amount of which depends on
their meter size. In the coming
weeks, AC~ w:ill contact ·
eligible fireline customers to
advise them of the policy .
updates.
ACWD recognizes some
custorpers may have trouble pay- ·
ing their water bills. The
customer assistance program
"Help on Tap" provides
income-qualified residential
customers a credit on their
bimonthly water service charge.
The board approv~d a credit
increase from $20 to $25 on the,
bimonthly water service charge:
Applications for "Help on Tap~'
are .available on the ACWD's
website www.acwd.org/HOT.
. ).
For more information about
'increase in water r:.tte.4'.

https://www.kron4.com/news/bay-area/crews-monitoring-water-levels-at-a lameda-creek/1813149972

Crews monitoring water levels at
Alameda Creek
•

By:
Philippe Dj egal

0

Posted: Feb 26, 2019 08:01 PM PST
Updated: Feb 26, 2019 08:01 PM PST

FREMONT(KRON) -- For the past week, the Alameda County Public Works Depaiiment has
been operating a rolling closure of the Alameda Creek Regional Trail from Niles Canyon Road
in Fremont to the bay, al lowing crews to perfonn flood control maintenance.
The Alameda County Water District is paying close attention to the creek itself -- which by
Tuesday afternoon was flowing at a low rate of 230 cubic feet per second. But should the stonn
escalate, the district is prepared for the water to flow at a rate as high as 7 ,000 cubic feet per
second .
"Last year was the first time I ever saw it get really high, but it's never flooded all the way over,"
said neighbor Jennifer Luis.
The water district says it doesn't believe the creek will crest during this stonn event either.
The water district says even if the water flow reaches 7 ,000 cubic feet per second -- flooding is
unlikely. "I walk the creek there and whenever there's a st01m coming, they lower the dam down
to let the water go through," said another neighbor Vince Limtiaco.
On Tuesday, the water district deflated two rubber darns it has installed in the creek.
Neighbors noticed the dams being deflated monday as well -- mitigation that seems to work.
"Right where the grass starts up on the rocks and it gets about that high and when it gets that
high, it's definitel y raging," Luis said. And, the hope is that the creek doesn't reach that point.
But if it does the water district and county public works department says they're prepared.

March 5, 2019

WHAT'S HAPPENING'S TRI-CITY VOICE

THE ACWD CONNECTION
Designing Native Gardens Workshop
Spring is around the corner and now is the time to start planning that beautiful water-efficient
garden you' ve been dreaming of. Attend our next workshop and learn how to create
beautiful, low water and low maintenance landscapes with native and other water-wise plants
from around the world. Master Gardner Pacita lkonomou will explain how and why the-se
plants need ·less water and the best way to care for them.

Date: Thursday, March 7; 2019

Time: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Location: ACWD Headquarters,.. 4388.5.S Grim·~er Blvd. Fremont, CA
This workshop is free, however registration is requ'ired.

to register please visit:

http://bawsca.org/classes_2.php ?id_evnt=232

E ,.

Proud to provide araliable supply of high qt1alily water at a reasonable price to Fr11mOOt. Newall< and Union City
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March 12, 2019

WHAT'S HAPPENING'S TR1-C1Tv VOICE

Page 13

THE ACWD CONNECTION
As ACWD celebrates National· Groundwater Awareness Week, we
want to ,share with our customers the importance of groundwater
and how this vital resource impacts lives. In celebration, ACWD
visits local high schools each year to teach students about
groundwater and its role in our local water supply.
:rcb l.;O ..... w;

If you live in Fremont, Newark·, Union City, or south Hayward, this
local water supply is beneath your feet within the Niles Cone
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Ground~~r Ba~n. Appro~mately ~9 billion g~lons ~ ~~r
. was pumped from the Niles Cone Groundwater Basin last year. That's enough water to fill 10,400 Olympic-size swimming
pools! As a critically important local water supplyl ACWD replenishes the groundwater basin each winter in order to meet the
water supply needs of our customers, including owners and operate.rs of private wells.
20th Anniversary

For more information on groundwater, visit www.acwd.org/groundwater
Proud t o provide a reHabte supply of high qual ity water at a reasonable price to Fremont, Newark and Uni:on Ci.t y

March 19, 2019

WHAT'S HAPPENING'S TRI-CITY VOICE

THE·ACWD CONNECTION
t's Fix A Leak Week!
c

According to the Environmental ·Protection Agency, 10 percent of homes nationwide have leaks that waste 90 gallons· of
water or more per day! Join ACWD in celebrating Fix a Leak Week, March 18 through March 24, by checking your faucets,
toilets, and irrigation systems for leaks that may be silent water wasters.
ACWD provides customers with Fix a Leak Kits FREE of charge to help
detect and fix leaks. Every household that orders a Fix a Leak Kit from
March 18 throug.h March 24 will be entered in a drawing for a prize!
Visit www.acwd.org/leakfixkit to order your kit or call (510) 668-4218.

•
EPA

Learn more about leaks, and how to find and repair them at:

x

k

www .acwd.org/fixleaks.

Water Sense

If you are interested in learning more about EPA's Fix a Leak Week, visit:
....__._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __,.;,._ _ _ ____, www.epa.gov/watersense/fix-leak-week.

IJ You(D

Proud to provide a reliable supply of high quality water at a reasonable price to Fremont, Newark and Union City
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RLHHEDHCOUNTYWRTERO/STR/CT

43885 SOUTH GRIMMER BOULEVARD• FREMONT, CALIFORNIA 94538
(510) 668-4200 •FAX (510) 770-1793 • www.acwd.org

Dear Customer,

The District recently completed a review of its rates and charges and adopted an updated rate and
fee schedule on February 7, 2019. The new rates and fees go into effect March 1, 2019. As part
of this update, the District revised its policy for water service to single-family homes that have a
fire sprinkler system. The revised policy is:
The service charge for any meter to a single family residence which has been oversized
for purposes of accommodating a fire sprinkler system shall be based on the smallest
meter which could have furnished adequate water service if a fire sprinkler system had
not been installed.
District records indicate that your home has a fire sprinkler system. District records also show
that your home is served with a 1" meter and that under the prior policy you were billed based on
your actual meter size. With the revised policy, you will be billed at the rate of a W' meter
effective March 1, 2019, which is the District's lowest service charge for regular water service
resulting in a reduction of $29 .50 in your bi-monthly service charge. Your first water bill after
March 1, 2019 will be prorated.
The updated policy is an administrative update and does not affect your water service. Please
contact customer service at (510) 668-4200 if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Customer Service
Alameda County Water District

//HCWD

RIHHEOHCOU;llTYWRTERO/STR/CT

43885 SOUTH GRIMMER BOULEVARD· FREMONT, CALIFORNIA 945.38
(510) 668-4200 •FAX (510) 770-1793 • www.acwd.org

Dear Customer,

The District recently completed a review of its rates and charges and adopted an updated rate and
fee schedule on February 7, 2019. The new rates and fees go into effect March 1, 2019. As part
of this update, the District revised its policy for water service to single-family homes that have a
fire sprinkler system. The revised policy is:
The service charge for any meter to a single family residence which has been oversized
for purposes of accommodating a fire sprinkler system shall be based on the smallest
meter which could have furnished adequate water service if a fire sprinkler system had
not been installed.
District records indicate that your home has a fire sprinkler system. District records also show
that your home is served with a 1 Yi" meter. Under the prior policy, the District billed the service
charge for all such homes at the rate of a 1" meter. Based on the revised policy, each account
with a 1 Yi" meter that serves a single-family residence with a fire sprinkler system has been
evaluated to determine what me_ter size it would require absent the fire sprinkler system. This
evaluation assumed that each home has one kitchen sink, one dishwasher, one clothes washer,
and one hose bib. Each home was then evaluated based on its lot size and number of bathrooms
in accordance with standards set by the American Water Works Association.
Based on this evaluation the District has determined that your home could be served by a W'
meter if it did not have a fire sprinkler system. Effective March 1, 2019 your service charge will
be billed based on a%" meter size, which is the District's lowest service charge for regular water
service. This change will result in a reduction of $29.50 to your bi-monthly service charge. Your
first water bill after March 1, 2019 will be prorated.
The updated policy is an administrative update and does not affect your water service. Please
contact customer service at (510) 668-4200 if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Customer Service
Alameda County Water District

ACWD 2018-2019 UPDATE
School
Date
update as of 3/1/19
9/18/18
9/25/18
10/2/18
10/3/2018
10/10/2018
10/17/18
10/23/18
10/31/2018
10/31/18
11/1/18
11/2/18
11/27/2018
11/28/2018
12/13/2018
1/8/2019
1/9/2019
1/23/19
1/29/19
1/30/19
1/31/19
2/6/19
2/13/19
2/14/19
3/15/19
4/9/19
4/11/19
4/17/19
5/14/19
5/23/19
64 booked
in process

Mission Hills
Glen moor
Parkmont
Guy Emenuele
Gomes
Guy Emenuele
Pioneer
Brookvale
H.A. Snow
Leitch
Friends of children
Warm Springs
Mission San Jose
Maloney
Chadbourne
Arden wood
Mission Valley
Musick
Birch Grove
Stratford
Stratford Osgood
Cabrillo
Kennedy
Graham
Azevada
Grimmer
Holy Spirit
New Horizons
Kitayama

I

Contact

Lata Nigam
Susan Mcmillan
Bryan Accurso
Eric Barron
Lakshmi Krishnamoorth
Clinton Puckett
James Malone
Cindy Hicks
Barbi Pagan
Kristel a
Ingrid Cheng
Katy Carter
Chuck Graves
Deepak
Stacie Calimlim
Elie Wasser
Jessics Sonoda
Lauren Swift
Dorene Kata ke
Shweta Patel
Elisa Lopez
David Thornley
Jenny Soares
Mirian Lopez
Frances Herup
Fran Bittiker
Donna Plaza
Angela Eggleston
Mary Small

#

2
3
3
2
3
2
3
2
1
3
1
3
2
2
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
2

Times

9:00 & 10:00
8:45 & 10:25 & 11:45
8:30, 9:10 & 10:20
9:00 & 10:00
9:30 10:50 & 1:10
9:00 & 10:00
8:20 12:30 & 1:15
8:45 & 9:30
1: 15
8:30, 9: 15 & 10:00
10:00
8:30 10:00 & 11:00
8:40 & 9:50
9:15&10:15
9:50 10:50 & 1:10
8:30, 9:15 & 10:25
8:45 & 9:30
9:30 & 10:40
9: 15 & 10:30
9:30&10:15
9:30&10:15
9:00, 10:25 & 12:05
9:30 & 10:30
8:30 & 9:25
10:45&1:15
9:15&10:30
12:30 & 1:30
9:30
8:05 & 8:50

Students

350
656
950
653
778
653
780
658
375
900
TBD
1100
540
596
833
950
700
260
400
220
TBD
425
348
410
650
495
253
223
876

City

Union City
Fremont
Fremont
Union City
Fremont
Union City
Union City
Fremont
Newark
Fremont
Fremont
Fremont
Fremont
Fremont
Fremont
Fremont
Fremont
Newark
Newark
Fremont
Fremont
Fremont
Newark
Newark
Fremont
Fremont
Fremont
Fremont
Union City

News and Information for the Customers of
the Alameda County Water District
Spring, 2019

A Message From The
General Manager
Talk to people who lived in Fremont in the
1960s, spent their summer days along
Alameda Creek, or passed time casting lines
waiting to proclaim, “I got one!” and they will
tell stories of times past, reminiscing about
the creek, and the fish…how steelhead trout
once dotted Alameda Creek as they made
their journey from the bay to ideal spawning
locations in the creek and tributaries. This
was long before fishing for threatened
steelhead trout was prohibited.
It is for the protection of these species that
ACWD, along with several partner agencies,
is working to improve fish passage in the
Alameda Creek watershed. This is being done
with the construction of two fish ladders that
will allow passage currently hindered by dam
barriers and channeling for flood control. Our
joint efforts will help our threatened
steelhead trout friends make their way back.
It’s an interesting juxtaposition if you think
about it – using advanced engineering to
construct fish ladders and inflatable rubber
dams that allow fish to do what comes
naturally, migrate upstream!
This past winter, we joined efforts with East
Bay Regional Park District, Alameda Creek
Alliance, and others to capture, tag and
release steelhead past the barriers. These are
exciting times as this threatened species is
being spotted more and more often. Our goal,
once the fish ladders are complete, is to
make sightings a more frequent occurrence,
reminiscent of yesteryear.
Our fish passage projects are about the
threatened steelhead trout, and so much
more! You see, ACWD receives 40 percent of
our water supply from Alameda Creek. And
the construction of these projects will allow
us to continue operations in the creek helping
meet our water supply planning needs and
continue the reliable delivery of water to the
Tri-Cities.
But, funding a total of seven projects in
Alameda Creek does not come without a cost.
ACWD
ratepayers
have
supported
construction of the crucial projects to the
tune of $70 million. That, coupled with the
nearly $18 million in state and federal grant
funds, equate to a hefty-yet-necessary cost
to responsibly secure water supplies for our
community.
As we work toward the goals outlined in the
Board of Directors’ 5-year strategic plan, we
see that each project or initiative is part of the
bigger picture, just as the steelhead trout are
an important part of the greater ecosystem.
Robert Shaver, ACWD General Manager

2019 and 2020 Water Rates
On February 7, 2019, the ACWD Board of Directors adopted a 2-year increase to water rates
and charges.
Effective March 1, customers will see a 4 percent increase to both the fixed service charge
and per-unit water consumption charge. A second 4 percent increase is scheduled for
March 1, 2020. The decision to adopt the rates was not made lightly -- it came following six
public, financial workshops during 2018 and a study by an independent financial consultant.
The average residential customer using 16 units of water (approximately 200 gallons per
day) will see an increase of $4.82 per bill, or $2.41 per month starting in March. Customers
will see a similar increase in March 2020.
To ensure sufficient revenue is available during a water shortage emergency, the board for
the first time adopted “Stage Rates.” If implemented, Stage Rates would result in an added
cost for each unit of water consumption to ensure the District receives sufficient revenues to
cover its cost of providing water service when consumption decreases during an emergency.
A water emergency could only be declared following a public hearing, and stage rates would
be rescinded once the board declared the shortage emergency over.
The District continues to cut costs where possible, operate efficiently, and has secured $18
million in grants and reimbursements for mandated projects in Alameda Creek. These moves
have helped keep water rates in the lowest third of those charged by 30 water agencies in
our region. These efficiencies have helped offset rates while the District continues the
delivery of reliable water with uncompromised quality standards while working to achieve
our long-term goals.
To view a full schedule of water charges effective March 1 please visit www.acwd.org/rates.

Financial Sustainability
The District receives revenue from not only water bills but from a variety of sources including
property taxes, grants and reimbursements, and developer-related charges. If the District’s
revenue components were spread evenly across every dollar received, the breakdown would
be as shown below.
Where does ACWD get its money?
Every $1
Flowing in
Comes From:
52%

Consumption Charge Each Unit* of Water Used
*1 Unit = 748 gallons

26%

Water Service
Charge Billed
to Customers

9%

Grants
& Misc.

8%

3%

3%

Property Developer
New
Tax
Reimbursed Connections
Projects

Likewise, the District’s costs are not just for the supply of water but for many other costs
including such items as debt service, capital expenditures, labor and benefits, and water
treatment. If the District’s cost components were spread evenly across every dollar spent,
the breakdown would be as shown below.
Where does your rate dollar go?
Every $1
Pays For:

40%

WAGES & BENEFITS
for 232 employees who deliver
services and operate
facilities 24/ 7, plus all costs
related to retiree benefits

27%

CAPITAL
projects and
infrastructure
improvements

18%

WATER
purchased from State Water
Project and San Francisco
Public Utilities Commission
(Hetch Hetchy)

9%

TREATMENT of water
and MAINTENANCE of
service delivery system

5%

2%

DEBT
DEVELOPER
on major
reimbursed
infrastructure
projects

Five Down, Two to Go

Fish Ladder and Dam Replacement
at Upper Dam (RD#3)
Nearing Completion 2019

Fish Passage Project Updates

Shinn Diversions & Fish Screens
Construction 2019-2021

It’s hard to imagine that more than a
decade has passed since ACWD
completed its first fish passage project –
the first in an ongoing series of projects
designed to protect steelhead trout and
other fish and improve water diversions
from Alameda Creek to nearby
groundwater recharge ponds. From fish
screens and diversion pipelines to rubber
dam replacements and the construction
of two fish ladders, a total of seven fish
passage projects make up ACWD’s
efforts to reinforce creek operations.
Once the District’s first-ever fish ladder
is complete (2019), and one of the two
rubber dams is replaced, there will be
just one more major project in the series
– the second fish ladder near the BART
weir. Ground is expected to be broken on
this project in late 2019.

Mission Fish Screens
Completed 2008

Bunting Pond Fish Screen
Completed 2009

N

Kaiser Pond Fish Screen
Completed 2014
Lower Rubber Dam (RD#2)
Removed 2009

Fish Ladder at Middle Rubber Dam (RD#1)
and BART Weir (Joint ACWD/ACFD Project)
Construction 2019-2021

The projects total $70 million, with $18
million secured in state and federal grant
funding.

Diversion Pipe
Rubber Dam (RD)
Fish Screen

To learn more about ACWD’s fish
passage projects, partnerships, and
project investments and grants, visit
www.acwd.org/fishway.

Completed Project
Planned Project

Annual Water Main Cleaning in Effect
Each January, ACWD begins the annual main cleaning program to clear water mains of sediment
and debris. The cleaning process, which involves high velocity water passing through mains,
forces debris to clear and improves water quality. If cleaning occurs in your neighborhood you
may temporarily notice reduced water pressure, discolored water or sediment in your water. This
will pass shortly after the cleaning is complete, and your water remains safe to drink. However,
it is suggested that you refrain from washing light-colored laundry if and when your street is
scheduled for main cleaning, as the stirred up sediment may cause discoloration.
If you notice discoloration in your tap water, try running the cold faucet for 2-3 minutes, or until
it runs clear. If it’s still not clear, repeat the process after waiting an hour. And, since year-round
conservation is important, capture that water and use it for plants or flushing toilets.
The main cleaning program continues through June so check if your street is included in this
year’s schedule. Visit www.acwd.org/maincleaning or call 510.668.6500 for more information.

Main cleaning occurs Monday through Friday
between 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

New Meter Technology Project
ACWD enters into Phase II of this multi-year project that will enhance customer engagement and
increase efficiency all while allowing you great access to your water use information. Learn
more at www.acwd.org/ami.

REMOTELY READS YOUR WATER METER AND PROVIDES
ENHANCED CAPABILITIES TO KEEP YOU INFORMED

BENEFITS
○

○

ACWD

ENCRYPTED

○

○

New Wireless
Wireless
Transmitter and/or Information
Replacement Meter Network

Secure Online
Customer Portal

Board of Directors
James G. Gunther, President
Judy C. Huang, Vice President
Aziz Akbari
Paul Sethy
John H. Weed
Board meetings are open to
the public and held in the ACWD
Board Room, 43885 South Grimmer
Blvd., Fremont. Please visit
www.acwd.org/BoardMeetingUpdates
for 2019 Board meeting dates.

Robert Shaver, General Manager

Advanced Metering
Infrastructure (AMI)
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