LEGAL, INTERGOVERNMENTAL, & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE MEETING
SUMMARY MINUTES
Thursday, February 21, 2019
4:15 P.M.
ATTENDANCE
Directors: Jim Gunther (Chair), Judy Huang
Staff:
Robert Shaver, Sharene Gonzales, Laura Hidas
Legislative Representative: Jonathan Clay (by phone)
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DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. Update on State Legislation: Jonathan Clay of JGC Government Relations provided a

summary of Governor Gavin Newsom ' s State of the State address to the Legislature and
highlighted water-related issues, specifically the reduction of the CA Water Fix from two
tunnels to one, the importance of water accessibility in certain areas of the state, and the
appointment of Joaquin Esquival as the new Chair of the State Water Resource~ Control
Board. Mr. Clay included an update on the Assembly's joint informational hearing to discuss
Safe and Affordable Drinking Water in which ACWD Board Member Paul Sethy provided
testimony on behalf of ACWD. Spot bills AB 134, AB 217, SB 200 and the Administration' s
budget provide a few avenues for which this proposal could proceed. Mr. Clay added it is
expected that over 2,000 bills will be introduced in the 2019/2020 Legislative Session with
February 22 being the last day for bills to be introduced. Mr. Clay concluded his update with
Governor Newsom' s announcement to replace Felicia Marcus with Laurel Firestone as a
member of the State Water Resources Control Board.
2. Public Outreach Update: Sharene Gonzales provided a communications and outreach update
covering January 19 through February 21, 2019. The update included an overview of a
variety of District communication and outreach efforts, including routine communications
and program outreach documented in the attached detailed report.
Ms. Gonzales highlighted the bill message, website articles, social media updates, and media
coverage for the reporting period. Ms. Gonzales also noted rates-related outreach: press
releases that resulted in media coverage; frequently asked questions posted to the website;
and the January 30 community meeting. Ms. Gonzales also provided information on a
postcard mailer to residence in the vicinity of the Small Diameter Pipeline Renewal project.
For the 2018/19 school year, ZunZun has completed 45 school assemblies at 20 different
schools throughout the Tri-City area, and the program will continue throughout the school
year.
For the 2018/19 school year to date, 29,825 pieces of water education materials have been
distributed to teachers in the ACWD service area.
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3. Public Comments: There were no public comments.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Topics discussed by the Committee were informational only, and no recommendations are being
made.

TO: Robert Shaver, Alameda County Water District
FROM: JGC Government Relations, Inc.
DATE: February 15, 2019
SUBJECT: February Legislative Report
On February 12, Governor Newsom presented his first State of the State address to the
Legislature. The Governor covered many broad issues, but made several points specific to
water, including the reduction of the CA Water Fix from twin tunnels down to one tunnel,
the importance of clean drinking water, and appointing Joaquin Esquival as the new Chair
of the State Water Resources Control Board. The day after the State of the State the
Governor signed his first bills. Parts of those bills focused on clean drinking water and fire
recovery, including $20 million in emergency funding for safe drinking water (AB 72 & AB
73).
The Assembly held a joint informational hearing between the Water, Parks and Wildlife
Committee, Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials Committee and Budget
Subcommittee 3 on Resources and Transportation, with several panels of speakers to
discuss Safe and Affordable Drinking Water. Natural Resources Secretary Wade Crowfoot
opened the hearing and engaged with Legislators during the first hour and a half of the
hearing. There are currently several different avenues where this proposal could proceed –
there are several spot bills (AB 134, AB 217, SB 200) as well as the Administration’s budget
proposal. ACWD Board Member Paul Sethy attended the hearing and provided public
testimony on behalf of ACWD. Previously, we provided a memo on this hearing to ACWD.
February 22nd is the last day for bills to be introduced. We are anticipating over 1,000 bills
being introduced in the next week prior to the deadline. This is in addition to the roughly
1,000 bills that have already been introduced for the 2019/2020 Legislative Session. Many
of these will be spots bills – essentially placeholders for more detailed language to follow
later in the legislative process. We will continue to review and read through all the bill
introductions and will flag ones of interest on the bill report.
We are attending the ACWA lobbyist meetings and the monthly ACWA State Legislative
policy committee and will provide reports on what legislation is attracting attention within
the water community.
Finally, Governor Newsom announced that Laurel Firestone will replace Felicia Marcus as a
member of the State Water Resources Control Board. Board Member Firestone comes from
an environmental justice background and most recently served as the co-director of the
Community Water Center.
1100 K Street | Suite 100 | Sacramento, CA 95814 | ph 916.441.0202
jclay@jgcconsulting.com | egilbert@jgcconsulting.com | mburgat@jgcconsulting.com

Alameda County Water District Legislative Report
2/15/2019
AB 64

(Fong R) State project audits.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/3/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/3/2018
Status: 12/4/2018-From printer. May be heard in committee January 3.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 12/3/2018-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law authorizes state projects and provides that those projects will be funded in
whole or in part by the State Project Infrastructure Fund. Current law requires the State Public Works
Board to establish the scope, cost, and delivery method of each state project. This bill would express
the intent of the Legislature to include provisions within this bill that would require an independent
audit of all state projects whose estimated cost exceeds a given threshold.
Position

AB 65

Subject

(Petrie-Norris D) Coastal protection: climate adaption: project prioritization.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/3/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/3/2018
Status: 1/17/2019-Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/17/2019-A. NAT. RES.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would require specified things of the State Coastal Conservancy when it allocates any
funding appropriated pursuant to the The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection,
and Outdoor Access for All Act of 2018, including that it prioritize projects that use natural
infrastructure to help adapt to climate change. The bill would require the conservancy to provide
information to the Office of Planning and Research on any projects funded pursuant to the above
provision to be considered for inclusion into the clearinghouse for climate adaption information.
Position

AB 133

Subject

(Quirk-Silva D) Personal income taxes: voluntary contributions.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/5/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/5/2018
Status: 1/7/2019-Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 12/5/2018-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law authorizes taxpayers to contribute amounts in excess of their personal income
tax liability for the support of specified funds. Current law also has administrative provisions generally
applicable to a new or extended voluntary contribution that takes effect on or after January 2, 2017,
as provided.This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to that provision.
Position

AB 134

Subject

(Bloom D) Safe, clean, affordable, and accessible drinking water.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/5/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/5/2018
Status: 1/7/2019-Read first time.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 12/5/2018-A. PRINT
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Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would state findings and declarations relating to the intent of the Legislature to adopt
policies to ensure that every Californian has the right to safe, clean, affordable, and accessible drinking
water.
Position

AB 171

Subject

(Gonzalez D) Employment: sexual harassment.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/8/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/8/2019
Status: 1/24/2019-Referred to Coms. on L. & E. and JUD.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/24/2019-A. L. & E.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Would prohibit an employer from discharging or in any manner discriminating or retaliating
against an employee because of the employee’s status as a victim of sexual harassment, as defined
by the California Fair Employment and Housing Act. The bill would establish a rebuttable presumption
of unlawful retaliation based on the employee’s status as a victim of domestic violence, sexual assault,
sexual harassment, or stalking if an employer takes specific actions within 90 days following the date
that the victim provides notice to the employer or the employer has actual knowledge of the status.
Position

AB 196

(Gonzalez D) Paid family leave.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/10/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/10/2019
Status: 1/11/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee February 10.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 1/10/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law establishes, within the state disability insurance program, a family temporary
disability insurance program, also known as the paid family leave program, for the provision of wage
replacement benefits to workers who take time off work to care for a seriously ill family member or to
bond with a minor child within one year of birth or placement, as specified.This bill would state the
Legislature’s intent to enact legislation that would expand the paid family leave program in order to
provide a 100% wage replacement benefit for workers earning $100,000 or less annually.
Position

AB 201

Subject

Subject

(Cervantes D) Political Reform Act of 1974: campaign disclosure: mass text messages.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/14/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/14/2019
Status: 1/15/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee February 14.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 1/14/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation establishing disclosure
requirements for campaign-related mass text messages that include the name or image of a candidate
for elective office or refer to a ballot measure.
Position

AB 202

Subject

(Mathis R) Endangered species: conservation: California State Safe Harbor Agreement Program
Act.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/14/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/14/2019
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Status: 2/4/2019-Referred to Com. on W., P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/4/2019-A. W.,P. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would extend the operation of the California State Safe Harbor Agreement Program Act
through January 1, 2024. Because submission of false, inaccurate, or misleading information on an
application for a state safe harbor agreement under the act would be a crime, this bill would extend
the application of a crime, thus imposing a state-mandated local program.
Position

AB 217

(Garcia, Eduardo D) Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/16/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/16/2019
Status: 2/4/2019-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/4/2019-A. E.S. & T.M.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would establish the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund in the State Treasury and
would provide that moneys in the fund are available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to the
board to provide a stable source of funding to secure access to safe drinking water for all Californians,
while also ensuring the long-term sustainability of drinking water service and infrastructure.
Position

AB 223

Subject

Subject
Water

(Stone, Mark D) California Safe Drinking Water Act: microplastics.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/16/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/16/2019
Status: 2/4/2019-Referred to Com. on E.S. & T.M.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/4/2019-A. E.S. & T.M.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: The California Safe Drinking Water Act requires the State Water Resources Control Board to
administer provisions relating to the regulation of drinking water to protect public health. Current law
requires the state board, on or before July 1, 2020, to adopt a definition of microplastics in drinking
water and, on or before July 1, 2021, to adopt a standard methodology to be used in the testing of
drinking water for microplastics and requirements for 4 years of testing and reporting of microplastics
in drinking water, including public disclosure of those results. This bill would require the state board, to
the extent possible, and where feasible and cost effective, to work with the State Department of Public
Health in complying with those requirements.
Position

AB 231

Subject
Water

(Mathis R) California Environmental Quality Act: exemption: recycled water.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/17/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/17/2019
Status: 2/7/2019-Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/7/2019-A. NAT. RES.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would exempt from CEQA a project to construct or expand a recycled water pipeline for the
purpose of mitigating drought conditions for which a state of emergency was proclaimed by the
Governor if the project meets specified criteria. Because a lead agency would be required to determine
if a project qualifies for this exemption, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program. The bill
would also exempt from CEQA the development and approval of building standards by state agencies
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for recycled water systems.
Position

AB 249

(Choi R) Public employers: employee organizations.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/22/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/22/2019
Status: 2/7/2019-Referred to Com. on P.E. & R.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/7/2019-A. P.E. & R.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would prohibit a public employer from deterring or discouraging a public employee or an
applicant to be a public employee from opting out of becoming or remaining a member of an employee
organization. The bill would prohibit a public employer from taking adverse action against a public
employee or applicant to be a public employee who opts out of becoming or remaining a member of an
employee organization and would specify that adverse action includes reducing a public employee’s
current level of pay or benefits.
Position

AB 292

Subject

Subject

(Quirk D) Recycled water: raw water and groundwater augmentation.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/28/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/28/2019
Status: 2/7/2019-Referred to Coms. on E.S. & T.M. and W., P., & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/7/2019-A. E.S. & T.M.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Current law requires the State Water Resources Control Board, on or before December 31,
2023, to adopt uniform water recycling criteria for direct potable reuse through raw water
augmentation, as specified. This bill would eliminate the definition of “direct potable reuse” and
instead would substitute the term “groundwater augmentation” for “indirect potable reuse for
groundwater recharge” in these definitions. The bill would require, on or before December 31, 2023,
the state board to adopt uniform water recycling criteria for raw water augmentation.
Position

AB 305

Subject

(Nazarian D) Public capital facilities: water quality: rate reduction bonds.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/29/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/29/2019
Status: 2/11/2019-Referred to Com. on L. GOV.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/11/2019-A. L. GOV.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Current law authorizes certain joint powers authorities, upon application by a local agency
that owns and operates a publicly owned utility, as defined, to issue rate reduction bonds to finance
utility projects, as defined, subject to certain requirements. Under current law, these rate reduction
bonds are secured by a pledge of utility project property, and the joint powers authority issuing the
bonds may impose on, and collect from, customers of the publicly owned utility a utility project charge
to finance the bonds, as provided. Existing law requires the California Pollution Control Financing
Authority, among other things, to review each issuance of rate reduction bonds issued under these
provisions and to submit an annual report to the Legislature containing specified information on its
activities under these provisions for the preceding year. This bill would extend indefinitely (1) the
authorization for a joint powers authority to issue rate reduction bonds under the above-described
provisions and (2) the requirement that the California Pollution Control Financing Authority submit an
annual report to the Legislature.
Position

Subject
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AB 333

(Eggman D) Whistleblower protection: state and local independent contractors.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/31/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/31/2019
Status: 2/11/2019-Referred to Com. on L. & E.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/11/2019-A. L. & E.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law prohibits an employer, as defined, or any person acting on behalf of the
employer, as defined, from, among other things, preventing an employee from, or retaliating against an
employee for, providing information to, or testifying before, any public body conducting an
investigation, hearing, or inquiry, if the employee has reasonable cause to believe that the information
discloses a violation of a law, regardless of whether disclosing the information is part of the
employee’s job duties. A violation of these provisions is a crime. This bill would extend the protections
afforded to employees under these provisions to independent contractors and contracted entities
working for state and local government who are tasked with receiving and investigating complaints
from facilities, services, and programs operated by state and local government.
Position

AB 336

Subject

(Mathis R) Sustainable groundwater management.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/31/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/31/2019
Status: 2/1/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee March 3.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 1/31/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act authorizes the State Water Resources
Control Board to designate a basin as a probationary basin if the board makes a certain determination
and authorizes the board to adopt an interim plan for a probationary basin, as specified. The act
authorizes the board to order a person that extracts or uses water from a basin that is subject to a
certain investigation or proceeding by the board to prepare and submit to the board any technical or
monitoring program reports related to that person’s or entity’s extraction or use of water as the board
may specify. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes in a definition used in the act.
Position

AB 382

Subject

(Mathis R) Integrated regional water management plans: grant funding: upper watershed health.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/5/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/5/2019
Status: 2/6/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee March 8.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/5/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Current law provides that an integrated regional water management plan is eligible for
funding allocated specifically for implementation of integrated regional water management. Current law
requires certain state agencies to include in any set of criteria used to select projects and programs for
funding, a criterion that provides a preference for regional projects or programs. This bill would require
the department to include in any criteria used to select a project or program for grant funding
authorized on or after January 1, 2020 a criterion that provides a preference for a regional water
management group undertaking a project improving upper watershed health upstream and outside of
the defined geographical area covered by the group’s plan.
Position

AB 402

Subject
Water

(Quirk D) State Water Resources Control Board: local primacy delegation: funding stabilization
program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/6/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/6/2019
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Status: 2/7/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee March 9.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/6/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: The California Safe Drinking Water Act requires the State Water Resources Control Board to
administer provisions relating to the regulation of drinking water to protect public health. The act
requires the state board to provide the local primacy agency, to the extent funds are available from
the Safe Drinking Water Account, with an annual drinking water surveillance program grant to cover
the costs of conducting inspection, monitoring, surveillance, and water quality evaluation activities
specified in the local primacy agreement. The act requires the state board to adopt a schedule of fees
and requires a public water system under the jurisdiction of a local primacy agency to pay these fees
to the local primacy agency in lieu of the state board. This bill would include enforcement costs as costs
covered by an annual drinking water surveillance program grant.
Position

AB 429

Subject

(Nazarian D) Seismically vulnerable buildings: inventory.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/7/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/7/2019
Status: 2/8/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee March 10.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/7/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Would declare the intention of the Legislature to enact legislation to implement an
inventory of all seismically vulnerable buildings within California.
Position

AB 441

(Eggman D) Water: underground storage.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/11/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/11/2019
Status: 2/12/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee March 14.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/11/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Under current law, the right to water or to the use of water is limited to that amount of
water that may be reasonably required for the beneficial use to be served. Current law provides for
the reversion of water rights to which a person is entitled when the person fails to beneficially use the
water for a period of 5 years. Current law declares that the storing of water underground, and related
diversions for that purpose, constitute a beneficial use of water if the stored water is thereafter
applied to the beneficial purposes for which the appropriation for storage was made. This bill would
revise the above declaration to additionally provide that certain uses of stored water while
underground constitute beneficial use.
Position

AB 508

Subject

Subject

(Chu D) Drinking water: administrator: consolidation and extension of service.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/13/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/13/2019
Status: 2/14/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee March 16.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/13/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: The California Safe Drinking Water Act authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board
to contract with, or provide a grant to, an administrator to provide administrative, technical,
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operational, or managerial services, or any combination of those services, to a designated water
system to assist with the provision of an adequate supply of affordable, safe drinking water. The act
also authorizes the state board to order a designated water system to accept those services from an
administrator appointed by the state board for full oversight of construction or development projects
related to a consolidation or extension of service. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes in
those provisions.
Position

AB 533

Subject

(Holden D) Income taxes: exclusion: water conservation or efficiency programs: water runoff
management improvement program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/13/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/13/2019
Status: 2/14/2019-From printer. May be heard in committee March 16.
Is Urgency: Y
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/13/2019-A. PRINT
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: The Personal Income Tax Law and the Corporation Tax Law, in conformity with federal
income tax law, generally defines “gross income” as income from whatever source derived, except as
specifically excluded, and provides various exclusions from gross income.This bill would provide an
exclusion from gross income for any amount received as a rebate, voucher, or other financial incentive
issued by a local water agency or supplier for any water conservation or efficiency program or water
runoff management improvement program, as provided.
Position

SB 1

(Atkins D) California Environmental, Public Health, and Workers Defense Act of 2019.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/3/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/3/2018
Status: 2/12/2019-Set for hearing March 20.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/16/2019-S. E.Q.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/20/2019 Upon adjournment of Senate Environmental Quality and Natural Resoures and
Water Committees - Room 3191 SENATE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, ALLEN, Chair
Summary: Current state law regulates the discharge of air pollutants into the atmosphere. The
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act regulates the discharge of pollutants into the waters of the
state. The California Safe Drinking Water Act establishes standards for drinking water and regulates
drinking water systems. The California Endangered Species Act requires the Fish and Game
Commission to establish a list of endangered species and a list of threatened species, and generally
prohibits the taking of those species. This bill would require specified agencies to take prescribed
actions regarding certain federal requirements and standards pertaining to air, water, and protected
species, as specified.
Position

SB 19

Subject

Subject

(Dodd D) Water resources: stream gages.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/3/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/3/2018
Status: 1/16/2019-Referred to Com. on N.R. & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/16/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/12/2019 9:30 a.m. - Room 112 SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND WATER, STERN, Chair
Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources and the State Water Resources Control
Board, upon an appropriation of funds by the Legislature, to develop a plan to deploy a network of
stream gages that includes a determination of funding needs and opportunities for modernizing and
reactivating existing gages and deploying new gages, as specified. The bill would require the
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department and the board, in consultation with the Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Department of
Conservation, the Central Valley Flood Protection Board, interested stakeholders, and, to the extent
they wish to consult, local agencies, to develop the plan to address significant gaps in information
necessary for water management and the conservation of freshwater species.
Position

SB 45

Subject

(Allen D) Wildfire, Drought, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020.
Current Text: Introduced: 12/3/2018 html pdf
Introduced: 12/3/2018
Status: 1/16/2019-Referred to Coms. on N.R. & W., EQ., and GOV. & F.
Is Urgency: Y
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/16/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/12/2019 9:30 a.m. - Room 112 SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND WATER, STERN, Chair
Summary: Would enact the Wildfire, Drought, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2020, which, if
approved by the voters, would authorize the issuance of bonds in an unspecified amount pursuant to
the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects to restore fire damaged areas, reduce
wildfire risk, create healthy forest and watersheds, reduce climate impacts on urban areas and
vulnerable populations, protect water supply and water quality, protect rivers, lakes, and streams,
reduce flood risk, protect fish and wildlife from climate impacts, improve climate resilience of agricultural
lands, and protect coastal lands and resources.
Position

SB 62

Subject

(Dodd D) Endangered species: accidental take associated with routine and ongoing agricultural
activities.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/3/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/3/2019
Status: 1/16/2019-Referred to Com. on N.R. & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/16/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Calendar: 3/12/2019 9:30 a.m. - Room 112 SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES AND WATER, STERN, Chair
Summary: Under the California Endangered Species Act, the Department of Fish and Wildlife may
authorize the take of listed species pursuant to an incidental take permit if the take is incidental to an
otherwise lawful activity, the impacts are minimized and fully mitigated, and the issuance of the permit
would not jeopardize the continued existence of the species. The act requires the department to
adopt regulations for the issuance of incidental take permits. The act also provides, until January 1,
2020, that the accidental take of candidate, threatened, or endangered species resulting from acts
that occur on a farm or a ranch in the course of otherwise lawful routine and ongoing agricultural
activities is not prohibited by the act. This bill would make this exception permanent.
Position

SB 70

Subject
Environment

(Nielsen R) Central Valley Project: state agency.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/9/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/9/2019
Status: 1/16/2019-Referred to Com. on RLS.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 1/9/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Current law authorizes the Central Valley Project to provide for the construction, in a
specified manner, of a system of works for the conservation, development, storage, distribution, and
utilization of water, with incidental generation, transmission, and distribution of electrical power.
Current law defines the term “state agency” for the purpose of the project.This bill would make
nonsubstantive changes to that definition.
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Position

SB 134

Subject

(Hertzberg D) Water conservation: water loss performance standards: enforcement.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/15/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/15/2019
Status: 1/24/2019-Referred to Com. on N.R. & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 1/24/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Current law authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board to issue information
orders, written notices, and conservation orders to an urban retail water supplier that does not meet
its urban water use objective, and existing law authorizes the board to impose civil liability for a
violation of an order or regulation issued pursuant to these provisions, as specified. Current law
requires the board, no earlier than January 1, 2019, and no later than July 1, 2020, to adopt rules
requiring urban retail water suppliers to meet performance standards for the volume of water losses.
This bill would prohibit the board from imposing liability for a violation of the performance standards for
the volume of water losses except as part of the enforcement of an urban water use objective.
Position

SB 199

Subject
Water

(Hill D) Public Utilities Commission: Office of the Safety Advocate.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/31/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/31/2019
Status: 2/13/2019-Referred to Com. on E., U. & C.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/13/2019-S. E. U., & C.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Under current law, the Public Utilities Commission has regulatory authority over public
utilities, including electrical corporations, gas corporations, and water corporations. Current law
establishes the Office of the Safety Advocate within the commission, until January 1, 2020, to advocate
for the continuous, cost-effective improvement of the safety management and safety performance of
public utilities.This bill would extend the operation of the Office of the Safety Advocate until January 1,
2025.
Position

SB 200

Subject

(Monning D) Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund.
Current Text: Introduced: 1/31/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 1/31/2019
Status: 2/13/2019-Referred to Coms. on EQ. and N.R. & W.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/13/2019-S. E.Q.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Would establish the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund in the State Treasury and
would provide that moneys in the fund are available, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to the
State Water Resources Control Board to provide a stable source of funding to secure access to safe
drinking water for all Californians, while also ensuring the long-term sustainability of drinking water
service and infrastructure.
Position

SB 204

Subject

(Dodd D) State Water Project: contracts.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/4/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/4/2019
Status: 2/13/2019-Referred to Com. on N.R. & W.
Is Urgency: N
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Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/13/2019-S. N.R. & W.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed Chaptered
Conc.
1st House
2nd House
Summary: Would require the Department of Water Resources to provide at least 10 days’ notice to
the Joint Legislative Budget Committee and relevant policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature
before holding public sessions to negotiate any potential amendment of a long-term water supply
contract that is of projectwide significance with substantially similar terms intended to be offered to all
contractors, or that would permanently transfer a contractual water amount between contractors.
Position

SB 226

Subject

(Nielsen R) Watershed restoration: grant program.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/7/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/7/2019
Status: 2/8/2019-From printer. May be acted upon on or after March 10.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: Y
Location: 2/7/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Current law authorizes the Natural Resources Agency and the California Environmental
Protection Agency to jointly develop and submit to the Legislature a plan for forest and water
restoration investments for the drainages that supply specified reservoirs. This bill would require the
agency to develop and implement a watershed restoration grant program, as provided, for purposes
of awarding grants to private property land owners to assist them with watershed restoration on
watersheds that have been affected by wildfire, as specified. The bill would require the agency to
provide technical resources to the private property land owners seeking assistance with watershed
restoration, as provided.
Position

SB 241

Subject
Water

(Moorlach R) Public agencies: joint powers authorities: contracts.
Current Text: Introduced: 2/11/2019 html pdf
Introduced: 2/11/2019
Status: 2/12/2019-From printer. May be acted upon on or after March 14.
Is Urgency: N
Is Fiscal: N
Location: 2/11/2019-S. RLS.
Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Desk Policy Fiscal Floor Conf.
Enrolled Vetoed
Conc.
1st House
2nd House

Chaptered

Summary: Would require the governing body of each member agency of an agency established
pursuant to a joint powers agreement to approve and ratify each memorandum of understanding
negotiated between the joint powers agency and its employees. This bill would further require each
member agency to a joint powers agreement to approve and ratify each contract for municipal services
or functions, as defined, negotiated between the joint powers agency and the entity providing the
services or functions.
Position

Subject

Total Measures: 33
Total Tracking Forms: 33
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Legal, Intergovernmental and Community Affairs Committee
Monthly Update - Thursday, February 21, 2019
Routine District Communications
Bill Message
Feb 1 - current - Annual water main cleaning to maintain water quality is
underway through June 2019 . Learn more and check if your street is included
in this year's schedule by visiting www.acwd.org/maincleaning or call
510.668.6500.
Still haven't signed up to go paperless? Visit www.acwd.org for FREE online
billing , paperless , and automated options for all A~WD customers.
The rainy season is here! Do your part to conserve, turn sprinklers off when it
rains .
Dec 4 - Jan 31 - Join ACWD for upcoming community meetings to learn more
about projects and programs that are supported by your rate dollars, and
future changes to water rates . Learn more about meeting dates and details at
www.acwd.org/rates
Still haven't signed up to go paperless? Visit www.acwd.org for FREE online
billing , paperless, and automated options for all ACWD customers.
The rainy season is here! Do your part to conserve, turn sprinklers off when it
rains.

Website Articles and Updates
• Board of Directors Approves Water Rate Increases, New Emergency
State Rates & Policy & Program Updates
• Survey Report on Groundwater Conditions Now Available
• ACWD's Water Main Cleaning Program to Occur January Through June
2019
Social Media
• Facebook - 346 followers ( +7)
• Twitter - 551 followers ( +5)
• Postings include - ACWD Board of Directors approved increases in water
rates , new water shortage emergency stage rates , changes to fireline
policy, & an increase in customer assistance program credit; ACWD job
postings; Public hearing happening now; Tracking the trout; Snow on
Mission Peak; Sunrise at Lake Elizabeth before upcoming storm; Open
house tonight, Water main leak on Warm Springs Blvd with crews on
scene
• YouTube - 20 Subscribers

Media Coverage

•

Television/Radio/Print
o Jan 19 - Bay Area New Group - Alameda County Water District
proposing 8 percent rate hike over next two years
o Jan 22 - Tri-City Voice - The ACWD Connection - January Rainfall
Update
o Jan 29 - Tri-City Voice - The ACWD Connection - Public Hearing
on Proposed Changes to Water Rates
o Jan 29 - Bay Area New Group - Letter to the editor - ACWD needs
to examine pensions before rate hike
o Feb 3 - The Mercury News - Letters to the editor - Alameda
County water rate increase raises questions
o Feb 5 - Tri-City Voice - The ACWD Connection - Rebates That
Rock!
o Feb 5 - Tri-City Voice - Directors mull a boost in water rates
o Feb 5 - Mercury News - Tracking the trout: East Bay biologists,
volunteers give spawning fish a leg up
o Feb 7 - Bay Area News Group - Alameda County Water District
approves 8 percent bill increase over two years
o Feb 12 - Tri-City Voice - The ACWD Connection - Steelhead Trout
Rescue in Alameda Creek Nets Success
o Feb 19 - Tri-City Voice - The ACWD Connection - ACWD Board of
Directors Approves Two-Year Increase to Water Rates and
Charges, Adopts New Emergency Stage Rates and Authorizes
Policy and Program Updates

Other Communication & Outreach
• Engineering and Technology Services
o Feb 8 - Mailed 2,242 informational postcards to the residents within
the vicinity of the project. The purpose of this notice was to inform
the residents about the Small Diameter Pipeline Renewal project
and upcoming field activities .
• Finance
o Feb 20 - Rates FAQs page posted on website.
• Office of the General Manager
o Jan 30 - Rates community meeting hosted at Los Cerritos
Community Center
o Feb 1 - Press Release - Alameda County Water District to Hold
Public Hearing on Proposed Increase in Water Rates and New
Water Shortage Emergency Stage Rates
o Feb 8 - Press Release - Alameda County Water District Board of
Directors Approves Increases in Water Rates, Implementation of
New Water Shortage Emergency Stage Rates, Changes to the
Fireline Policy, and an Increase in Customer Assistance Program
Credit

Feb 16 - ACWD January 30 meeting was posted to the Fremont,
Newark and Union City Patch calendar.
Water Resources
o Jan 14 & 28 - Conservation staff met with Silvertree Mohave HOA,
in coordination with Engineering, on Jan 14 and onsite at their
location on Jan 28, to help reduce water their use.
o Jan 30 - Staff attended the Rising Sun Opportunity Center (formerly
Rising Sun Energy Center) Grand Opening event. ACWD partners
with Rising Sun on the California Youth Energy Services program .
o Feb 8 - Notice of Proposed Increase in the Replenishment
Assessment Rate for Groundwater Extracted for Purposes Other
Than Agricultural and Municipal Recreation; 52 letters.
o

•

School Education Program

•

•

2018/19 ZunZun is performing at school assemblies with 45 assemblies
completed at 20 different schools. The program will continue throughout
the school year.
29,825 school supplies have been distributed .

Upcoming Events
• Saturday, April 20 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. - Go Green City of Fremont Earth
Day event 2019, Washington Hospital
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"I don't think anybody have every indication that
likes
an increase in water we'll ultimately go forward
jgeha@bayareanewsgr9up.corn
rates," Robert Shaver, the · with it."
The Alameda County district's general manager,
The district also needs
Water District is proposing said in an interview Thurs- the extra money to pay for
to raise customers' bills 8 day.
salary increases and a pen"We're doing our best to sions and benefits debt of
percent over the next two
years to cover infrastruc- communicate to the com- nearly $120 million, offiture costs as well as salary munity what the issues are cials say. The board two
increases, benefits and pen- that we're dealing with," he years ago voted to pay back
sions for its employees.
said.
the entire fund within 20
The district spends about years but is trying to speed
The distfict also wants
to create an emergency one-third of all the revenue that pace to 15 years.
pricing .schedule that kicks it collects from customThat will require bigger
in during water shortages, ers on infrastructure proj- sums being paid up front,
such as in droughts.
ects, including maintaining but Shaver and district staff
The district - which roughly 900 miles of water reports said it could save
provides water to about mains.
the district almost $45 mil350,000 people in Fremont,
The district may also lion in the long run.
Newark and Union City - undertake an estimated
The largest labor union
will hold a board meeting $30 million project in the in the district received a 1
Feb. 7 to consider approv- coming years to replace the percent cost-of-living ining the price hikes and the roughly 84,000 water me- crease in 2018 and is set to
. emergency rates.
ters in its service area with get a 6 percent bump over '
If approved a 4 percent so-called "smart meters." . the next two years, accordincrease in water rates and . That project would allow ing to the staff report.
fixed service charges will customer water use data to
About 40 percent of the
take effect March I and an- · be fed to the district elec- district's budget goes toother 4 percent a year later. tronically, similar to the up- ward salaries, benefits anCi
The average residential grades PG&E made years pensions, Shaver said.
customer, which the district ago.
Another change the dissays currently pays about
Shaver said that proj- trict is proposing is the cre$120 every two months, will ect could pay for itself in ation of an emergency wahave to fork over about $130 roughly eight years af- ter supply rate schedule,
by March I, 2020.
ter completion, as the dis- which would give the board
The district has raised trict could ·c ut about six authority to increase water
rates every year except for of its eight meter readers rates between 47 cents and
one over the past two de- through attrition.
$4.41, depending on the secades, including a 25 perThe board still hasn't verity of a supply shortage.
cent hike between 2017 and given that project. final ap"What we're trying to
2018.
proval, but Shaver said "we
·
WATER »PAGE 3
By Joseph Gena
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WHAT'S HAPPENING'S TRI-CITY VOICE

THE ACWD CONNECTION
· January

~ainfall

.Update

Winter is almost half over and we have seen a few regional Storms. Although 2019' s rainfall and snowpack are ''less than averagen for this
time of year, ACWD's overall water supply is plentiful. Here is a snapshot of overall conditions:
ACWD's Water S~ Solll"CeS in a Typical Year

•

Local rainfall is 8.03 inches to date, which is 96 percent of average. -

•

Local groundwater conditions are healthy due to rainfall, recharge operations and
the conservation efforts of our customers.

•

Reservoirs around the state are near average for this time of year due to the snow
pack from last winter.

•

Cycles of very dry and-very wet conditions are normal for California.

•

Local drought risk is currently low due to the diversity of ACWD,s water supply
portfolio and, again, the conservation efforts of our customers.

• State Water Project

• San Francisco Public

Utilities Commissio:
Atameda Creek
Watershed Runoff

With February typically being the wettest month across the state, there is a chance that we will see more rain and snow. Stay tuned!
www.acwd.org
Proud to prov1de a reliable supply of high quality water at a reasonable price to Fremont, Newark and Union City

January 29, 2019

WHAT'S HAPPENING'S TRI-CITY VOICE

.. TIE ICWD ClllECTIO
Public Hearing on Proposed Changes to Water Rates
ACWD will hold a public hearing on Thursday, February 7 3 2019 at 6 p.m. in the
Board Room at ACWD Headquarters, 43885 S. Grimmer Blvd. Fremont
The Board ·o f Directors wilt consider rate increases to both the bimonthly service
charge and per-unit water consumption charge of 4 peroent beginning March .,
2019, and an additional 4 percent beginning March 1, 2020. The Board will als
consider proposed water shortage emergency stage rates ..

To learn more about the public hearing and .upcoming open house commu
www.acwd.org/rales
Proud to p rovide a re!iable supply ofhigh quaUty wat'8T at a reasonable price to :R
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. ACWD needs to examine
pensions before rate hike
Re: '~ameda County Water
District proposing 8 percent rate
hike over next two years" (Page
B2, Jan. 19, Eastbaytimes.com):
The Alameda County Water ·
District will.raise water rates
.again, this' time 8 percent, some
of which will be used for salary
increases and pensions and benefits deficit of $120 million, your
article reports. Isn't it time for
public agencies to take a good
look at these generous allocations for which their customers ~
pick up tjle tab?
The district may undertake
a $30 million project to replace
six of its eight meter readers
through attrition and the project could pay for itself roughly eight years after completion by
doing so, according to the article. Is that supposed to add
up to six salaries with pensions
and benefits? Is that reasonable? No wonder people complain when rates go up. What
about big guzzlers paying an increased rate for their use to water lawns and golf courses?
- Jlfarianne Hogan, Fremont

The Mercury N ews
By Letters To The Editor I
February 3, 2019 at 7:10 am

Alameda County water rate
increase raises questions
Re: "Alameda County Water District proposing 8 percent rate hike over next two years" (Page
B2, Jan. 19):
ACWD is proposing a rate increase of 4 percent for water rates and fix ed service on M arch 1
followed by another 4 percent increase in 2020.
ACWD ' s list of seven " cost control" actions, in its "N otice of Proposed Increase" provides no
quantitative cost-savings data. The last bullet point qualitatively mentions "long-tenn" savings
on health benefits costs for new hires. This statement is non-quantitative as well as inconsistent
with the proposed rate increase, since the rate increase is for "today."

Related Articles
•
•
•
•
•

Letter: If Democrats fe ar a moderate independent running ...
Letter: Starbucks' Schultz should be recruited to run as a Dem
Letter: The 49ers' Levi ' s Stadium gets $36 million back on pro perty taxes?
Letter: Is San Jose destined for taller, boxy buildings - or 'spires'?
Letter: San Jose should not prioritize cars over school children

It is disingenuous to make such an inconsistent cost-savings proposal. As for the water shortage
emergency stage rates, there is no mention of what other actions ACWD will also take besides
charging higher rates to maintain revenue. ACWD does not list any planned actions with
projected quantitative cost-reduction data in wages and benefits, for example, which is 40
percent of its budget. Will there be furloughs , reductions by attrition and w age reduction, for
each stage of reduction in water demand?

Kirit Shah
Fremont

'February 5, 2019
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WHAT'S HAPPENING'S TRI- CITY VOICE

THE ACWD CONNECTION
Rebates That Rock!
Looking for new ways to become even more water-efficient? Take advantage of our rebate programs that will help you
conserve water and save some cash!
1. Rain Barrel Rebate Program: Install rain barrels to harvest water ·from your roof to use in your yard when the rainy season
ends. Rebates are ~vailable for up to $50 per qualifying rain barrel, with a two rebate maximum per residential account.
2. High-Efficiency Toilet Rebate Program: Replace a 3.5 gallons per flush {GPF} toilet to a premium high efficiency model,
and save an estimated 14,000 gallons of water per year. ACWD offers rebates of up· to $100 per toilet, when replacing
older 3.5 GPF toilets with a qualifying water-efficient model, using 1.06 GPF or less.

To learn more about rebate programs visit: www.acwd.org/rebates
Save the date - March 7! ACWD will host "Designing Native Gardens" a landscape workshop that will show you how to create a beautiful,
low water and low maintenance landscape with native and other water-wise plants from around .the world. More info to come!
\

II YO-

Proud to provic;ie a reliable supply of high quality water at a reasonable price to Fremont, Newark and Union City

Directors· mull a boost
•
1n -water ratesSUBMITTED BY SHARENE GoNZALES

A public hearing on a proposed increase in water rates and on new
water shortage emergency stage rates by the Alameda County Water
Department (ACWD) is planned for Thursday, February 7 in Fremont.
A bit of background on the proposal: The Alameda County Water
District Board of Directors will consider a proposed 2-year water rate
increase - four percent beginning March 1, 2().19 and four percent
beginning March 1, 2020, to both the bimonthly service charge and

water consumption cha~g~. The Board also will consider adopting water
shortage emergency stage rates at the public hearirig.
For the average residential customer using 16 units of water in a
two-month billing cycle, about 200 gallons per day, the proposal would
re.suit in an increase of $2.41 per moiith 'in 2019 and $2.51 in 2020.
To ensure sufficient revenue is available during a water shortage
emergency, the board for the first time will consider adopting "stage
rates." If adopted, these rates would only be implemented in the event
of a water emergency.
"It's tough to tell our customers we need to raise rates but sometimes
we have to make the .unpopuiar decision," said ACWD Board President
James Gunther. "We've pored over the numbers, cut where we could, and
are deferring projects and trimming positions 'when possible. But we
cannot compromise ~ervice and water quality."
About a third of the total revenue that ACWD collects will be used to
fund critical infrastructure improvements. Employee cqmpensation and
benefits are included in the need for rate increases, despite long-term
cost-cutting measures the district has made in recent contract
negotiations. "Our Staffing levels are lean, and we need a skilled .
workforce to treat· and deliver water and services to our customers,"
Gunther said.
The proposed increases and water shortage emergency stage rates comes following financial analyses and six public workshops. TWO
community meetings were hosted in January in adv~ce of the
public hearing:.
The board will t_ake public comments during the public hearing
which will start at 6 p.m. at the ACWD d.istrict headquarters
in Fremont.
·
ACWD Public Hearing
. · Thursday, Feb. 7
6p.m.
Proposed increase in water rates ·
Board Room, ACWD Headquarters
43885 S. S. Grimmer Blvd., Fremont
~.a~d.org/rates .

(510) 668-4200
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Alameda Creek: Biologists, volunteers give fish a leg up
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BREAKING NEWS I San Francisco fire still burning as PG&E works to shut off gas after explosion
Nev.><;

> Environment & Science ·

News

Tracking the trout: East Bay biologists,
volunteers give spawning fish a leg up
Fish blocked for decades by concrete structure get a lift upstrea m
By JOSEPH GEHA I 1ger.a@oayorea ne•¥S!Jroup mm I Bay Area News Group
P\,BU SKED : fe t;ru;;:-y 5, 2019 c;: 4 :10 pm I lJPD.l.TED : fc t>ru.a-f 6, 20 ! 9 at 4 _52 am

FREl\IONT - Over the roar of BART trains speeding along tracks overhead, and the rushing waters of
Alameda Creek, it w as almost hard to hear the screams of joy let out by a group of people in the

wate rway when they saw a silvery fi sh flash along the water line.
It was a sign that the group - a mishmash of fisheries biologists, preservationists and volunteers who

waded into the Alameda Creek Flood Control Channel in Fremont Tuesday to catch, tag, and transport
stedhead trout upstream - had not come in vain.

· 1 don 't~ if It was a steel~ad , It was a sizeable fish,· said Joe Sullivan, the fi sheries program
director for East Bay Regional Park District, who was waist-high in the channel.

·n skirted up and around our seine,· he said.
For many years, biologists and staffers from the park district, the San Francisco Public Utilitie s
Commission, the nonprofit Alameda Creek Alliance, as well as volunteers , rome to this lower aeek
area every ...,inter when conditions are right for migratory fish spawning.
For decades, the steelhead trout and Chinook salmon l:I)ing to complete their instinct-driven trip
upstream have been blocked by an impassable concrete structure knovm as the BART weir, which
supports the trains overhead.

-Y..'hm the group catches the fish, both of which are protected under the Endangered Species Act, they
can radio tag it to study its migration, and release it upstream where the fish can meet others like it
and mate.
"The steelhead have this dramatic, epic lifecycle; said Jeff Miller, the director of the A.lameda Creek
Alliance, who was at the creekside.
"They go out, they make this Homeric odvsse)' around the Pacific. Thtv dodge orcas, they dodge
fisherman, they dodge seals and sea lions, then they have to fight their way upstream, against these
flows , then we put all these barriers in the way they have to get past,· he said.
·we're just tJ)ing to make it so it's as accommodating as possible for these migratory· fish.·

By midday Tuesday, the group's haul Included just one steelhead trout, but that' s ~tter than
nothing," Sullivan said.

https://www.mercurynews.com/2019/02/05/tracking-the-trout-biologists-volunteers-give-sp...
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Alameda Creek: Biologists, volunteers give fish a leg up
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· 1n just exciting to sec them at all comt bade to the S)~tem, · he said. Before 201 7. a steelhead hadn't
been spotted In the lower creek since 2008. But for the past three years, they've been seen and
captured to be relocated.

His ho~ Is that the group will be able to do more captures and relocations this year through
March and help boost the trout population upstream.
Within a few years, however, this capturing and relocation may not be necessary as the Alameda
County Water District, in conjunction \\;th other publk agencies, is im·esting nearly SI O million in
upgrading or replacing rubber dams and building fish ladders and screens to allow the fish to bypass
the multiple barriers in the creek.
Fish ladders are essentially a series of pools that step up gradually around a rubber dam or other
barrier. The water district has nearly completed a ladder upstream, close to ?.lission Boulevard.
Construction \\ill start this summer on a ladder to get around the BART weir and the rubber dam just
beyond it.
Officials said the project \\ill be completed by about spring 202 2, after which the trout and salmon

should be able to make their way upstream in a more natural fashion.
"It is kind of an interagency, coordinated effort ... to ultimately help enhance the population of
steelhead, • said Evan Buckland, the water district's supply superdsor.
Miller said the trout are a good indicator of how healthy the region's water system is.
· 1f we can keep the creek clean enough and healthy enough for these fish, we're doing a good job of
taking care of the ecosystem,• he said.
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The new mortgage program banks don't want you to know about £:!
By

lend~gtree·

Americans could save thousands by tC!klng advantage of

this government

progra m

Tags: Environment, Regional, Water, Wildlife

Joseph Geha Joseph Geha ls a multimedia journalist covering Fremont, Newark,

and Union City for the Bay Area News Group, and is based at The Argus. His prior
work has been seen in multiple Bay Area news outlets, including SF Weekly, as

well as on KQED and KLIV radio. He is a graduate of Callfomla State University,
East Bay (Hayward), and is a Fremont native. He ls a lifelong Oakland Athletics
fan.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
ALL ACCESS DIGITAL OFFER FOR JUST 99 CENTS!

https://www.mercurynews.com/2019/02/05/tracking-the-trout-biologists-volunteers-give-sp...
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Alameda County Water District approves 8
percent bill increase over two years
Both water rates and fixed service charges will increase
By Joseph Geha I jgeha@,bayareanewsgroup.com I Bay Area News Group
PUBLISHED: February 7, 2019 at 10:05 pm I UPDATED: February 8, 2019 at 4:31 am
The Alameda County Water District board voted Thursday to hike customers ' bills by 8 percent
over the next two years, despite receiving a little over 1,000 online protests against the increases.
Water board members also approved an emergency pricing schedule which could result in
boosted water rates if the board were to declare a water shortage, such as during a drought.
The vote was 4-1, with board vice president Judy Huang voting against the increases, as she
preferred to raise bills only 6 percent over the same time period.
The newly approved increases are comprised of a 4 percent bump in water rates as well as fixed
service charges, which will take effect March 1. Both will again increase by 4 percent on March
1, 2020.
Water district staff said increases are needed to cover infrastructure costs as well as salary
iricreases, benefits and pensions for its employees.
The district serves roughly 350,000 people across Fremont, Newark, and Union City, and
manages about 900 miles of water mains.
The average residential customer, which the district said currently pays about $120 every two
months, will have to fork over about $130 by March 1, 2020. Every year except for one over the
past two decades, the district has raised rates, including a 25 percent hike between 2017 and
2018.
Prior to Thursday' s increases, the district had increased fixed service charges for residential
customers by about 354 percent between 2010 and 2018, according to an analysis of the district' s
financial reports by this news organization.
The board heard from 14 people at the meeting opposed to the water rate increases, some fo
whom took issue with the emergency rate schedule, which gives the board authority to increase
water rates between 4 7 cents and $4.41, depending on the severity of a water shortage.
"No matter how much we try to conserve, we are being punished, and the water company gets
the same amount of money," Nadia Naum-Stoian, of Fremont, told the board.
"This is not fair," she said.

Some also said the service charge makes up an unreasonably large amount of their total water
bill.
"I think the water district and the water industry has done a terrible job over the years explaining
to the community and its customers what you're paying for in your water bill," Robert Shaver,
the district's general manager, said in response to concerns from speakers at the meeting.
He emphasized while ~ater is essentially free because it "falls out of the sky," customers are
paying for the service of having clean water, reliably available from their taps every day.
"And the cost to the water district to provide that level of service is almost the same whether you
choose to open the tap and use that water or not," he said.
He also said that water rates are increasing higher than the inflation rate both locally and
nationally due to aging infrastructure that needs replacing.
"Most of that pipeline was built in the 60s, 70s, and 80s. The expected service life of the pipeline
is 75 years," he said of the district's own underground utilities.
"So there ' s going to be a lot of construction in the streets over the next 10, 20, 30 years . And
we' ll never be finished. It' s like painting the Golden Gate Bridge."
The district also has said it needs the extra money to pay for salary increases and a pensions and
benefits debt of nearly $120 million.
Two years ago, the board voted to pay off the entire fund within 20 years, but with the new bill
increases, the district intends to speed that pace to 15 years .
The district will pay larger sums toward that unfunded liability up front, but Shaver and district
staff reports said it could save the district almost $45 million in the long run.
Slava Rays berg, of Fremont, said board meetings where rate hikes are considered are "useless,"
because she feels the board doesn't listen to customer concerns.
"People complain, people applaud, you do the same thing," she told the board.
"You raise the rates, and you raise the service charge," she said. "Everything goes up. "
Huang later addressed that criticism, saying that the board does listen to and makes changes
based on the comments heard from customers at meetings.
"We do hear you, I do hear you, and we'll keep on making changes, so please keep on coming,"
she said. "You' re not wasting your time."

I·

In a subsequent vote at the same meeting, the board unanimously approved increasing the
amount of a customer assistance program called "Help on Tap," from a $20 credit on every
bimonthly bill to $25 for single-family home water users who meet a low-income threshold.

THE ACWD C'ONNECTION
Steelhead Trout Rescue in Alameda Creek Nets Success t :.L
If you have walked the Alameda Creek Trail this winter you have likely seen the construction
progress of the new rubber dam replacement project and ACWD's first fish ladder! These are two
of many fishway projects the District has constructed.

The newly constructed fish ladder, along with a second planned for completion in 2022, will
allow adult steelhead trout and other fish to have free access to the watershed for the frrst time in
over 50 years.
Last week, ACWD aided in fish rescue efforts in Alameda Creek resulting in the capture and
relocation of one adult female steelhead trout with as many as four others identified. The fish
rescue was organized by East Bay Regional Park District staff in coordination with the Alameda
Creek Alliance, State and local agencies, and many volUn.teers.
To learn more about this project visit www.acwd.org/fishway
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WHAT'S HAPPENING'S TRI-CITY VOICE

-

TIE ACWD COllECTIO
ACWD Board of Directors Approves Two-Vear Increase to Water Rates .and .Charges
Adopts New Emergency Stage Rates and Authorizes Policy and Program Updates
On February 7, 2019, ACWD Board of Directors adopted a two-year increase to
water rates and charges. The Board also approved water shortage emergency
stage rates, changes to the fireline policy and a credit increase to the Help on Tap
program.

1

"

Effective March 1, customers will see a 4 percent increase to both the fixed
service charge and per-unit water consumption charge. A second 4 percent is
scheduled for March 1, 2020.
The average residential customer using 16 units of water wilJ see an increase of
$4.82 per bill or $2.41 per month starting in March. Customers will see a similar ·
increase in March 2020.
To learn mor~, visit: www.acwd.orglrates
To see if you are income-qualified for a $25 customer assistance bill credit, visit: www.acwd..org/HOT
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Proud to provide a reliable supply of high quality water at a reasonable price to Fremont. Newark and Union City

SMALL DIAMETER PIPELINE R~NEWAL PROJECT

ACWD is evaluat ing how best to renew and replace ag ing water pipes that were installed in the
1950s and 1960s. Part of this effort includes examining smaller pipes located in residential neighborhoods
in Fremont, Newark and Union City.
The initial work involves crews digging small holes in the street to examine the existing utilities (potholing).
WHAT TO EXPECT

Between now and June 2019, crews may conduct excavation work on your street or in your neighborhood.
During this work , you may experience construction noise, reduction in street parking and traffic control at
the worksite. All pavement will be restored carefully when the work is complete .
Thank you for your patience while this important work takes place. The Small Diameter Pipeline Renewal
project is key to ensuring water service reliability as part of the District's Main Renewal Program .
To see a map of the selected sites, or to read an update on the project status , visit
www.acwd.org/MainRenewal and click on Small Diameter Prpeline Renewal.
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Alameda County Water District
Responses to Questions Raised in the Protests to the Water Related Rate Increase
Why is the District increasing rates again?
The rate increase is necessary to maintain the service levels that customers demand and
expect, create long-term financial sustainability, and ensure high water quality and system
reliability. We understand that customers are frustrated with water costs going up. It's taking
place throughout our region and the state. It simply has become more expensive to ensure
delivery of safe drinking water in our state . All providers of drinking water are facing the same
pressure on costs , and rate increases have been the standard in recent years . Major factors
that create pressure on rates include increasing labor costs, maintaining critical infrastructure ,
increasing costs for water purchases, energy., chemicals and other essential supplies, funding
for certain state mandated projects such as lead testing in schools, and meeting environmental
regulations. At the same time, public agencies throughout the state continue to face identical
financial pressures related to long-term costs of employee pensions and health benefits.
Why is the extra money needed and where is it going?
The revenue generated from the rate increase is needed to meet the District's overall cost of
service. The 4 percent rate increase will generate approximately $4.2 million in additional
revenue . Of this amount, $1.8 million is allocated to wages and benefits that include additional
funding to pay down liabilities for retiree benefits, $1.2 million to capital projects, $0.8 million to
water purchases and $0.4 million to operations and maintenance.
Why is the District increasing rates and how are the rates compared to other agencies?
Rising water rates are not unique to the District as aging infrastructure and other issues are
causing water utilities statewide to increase water rates in order to maintain water quality and
reliability . The District's water rates continue to be in the lowest third of those charged by 30
water utilities surveyed in the Bay Area.
Why is my service charge higher than consumption charge?
The District's bimonthly service charge has been set to recover certain fixed costs, including
meter-reading, billing and customer service, meter, service line and water main maintenance
and renewal, and other infrastructure costs. The service charge has risen as a result of the
increasing cost of providing clean water to customers. It is important to note that many of the
costs associated with protecting water quality and reliable service are fixed, regardless of
usage.
Why is the rate still going up when I already conserve and there is no drought?
Customer conservation was necessary to get us through the record drought the state
experienced over the past five years. We asked our customers to reduce their water use, and
they responded - to the benefit of everyone in the community. But with reduced water use
comes reduced revenue from rates customers pay. The combined effect of rising costs and
1

falling revenues opens a serious funding gap th t no water utility can afford to ignore. The
Board of Directors approved 4 percent rate increases for this year and next year to ensure we
continue to cover the cost of providing reliable water service to our customers.
What is the District doing to control costs, including employee salary and benefits
costs?

The District has taken numerous steps to reduce costs and improve efficiencies to minimize the
need to increase customer water rates. These cost-reduction and efficiency measures include
strategically deferring certain capital projects, decommissioning the Mission San Jose Water
Treatment Plant, increasing energy efficiency to reduce power costs, and managing water
supplies to maximize use of lowest-cost water. The District has secured $18 million in federal
and state grants and reimbursements, primarily for the mandated projects in Alameda Creek. An
independent staffing consultant completed a detailed review of District staffing and
recommended the District add 10 more employees; we are not doing that. Recent salary
increases were also less than the rate of inflation - the District negotiated a 1 percent cost-ofliving adjustment for its largest union in 2018 while consumer price index for the San Francisco
Area in 2018 was 4.5 percent.
Why is the District not implementing a tiered rate structure so people who use a lot of
water pay more?

The District conducted six public Board Financial Workshops to discuss and evaluate rate
design concepts, review budget assumptions, and address financial challenges to the District. In
those workshops, the Board discussed rate-design options that include a uniform commodity
rate and two-tier, single-family commodity rates. The Board chose to implement a uniform
commodity rate option for the next two years. The Board will revisit the discussion on the tiered
rate structure in the next water rate study.
Where is the District going to get the extra water to support the construction of new
homes and buildings everywhere in the tri-city area?

The cities of Fremont, Union City and Newark are the jurisdictions that approve the construction
of new homes and buildings in the District's service area. The District has the responsibility of
providing water service to the developments approved by the cities. The District levies one-time
development charges on new or expanded connections to the District's water system to recover
the cost of existing and planned future infrastructure benefitting new development.
How will the rate increase affect low-income customers and seniors living on fixed
income?

The District operates a customer assistance program known as Help on Tap that provides a
credit to the bimonthly service charge for income-qualified residential customers. The Board
approved an increase for the Help on Tap credit from $20 to $25. There are 945 customers
enrolled in the program as of January 31, 2019. Applications for Help on Tap are available on
the District's website.

2

We keep having to pay higher rates, but is the quality of our water worth it?
The water provided by ACWD consistently meets or surpasses all federal and state drinking
water standards for public health and safety. The District publishes the Annual Water Quality
Report on its website. This report summarizes the results of the thousands of analyses
conducted on your drinking water and contains important information about water quality,
including constituents found in the water, details about water-quality monitoring, and an
explanation of where your drinking water comes from . The next report will be available in May.
Customers can contact the District to receive a copy of the report, learn more about water
quality, or report a water quality issue by calling our Water Quality Division at 510-668-6500.

3
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 1, 2019
ACWD Contact: Sharene Gonzales, Senior Public Affairs Specialist
Phone: 510.668.4208
Email: Sharene.gonzales@acwd.com
Alameda County Water District to Hold Public Hearing on Proposed
Increase in Water Rates and New Water Shortage Emergency Stage Rates
Fremont, Calif. - The Alameda County Water District Board of Directors will
consider a proposed 2-year water rate increase --- 4 percent beginning March 1,
2019 and 4 percent beginning March 1, 2020, to both the bimonthly service
charge and water consumption charge . The Board also will consider adopting
water shortage emergency stage rates at the public hearing.
For the average residential customer using 16 units of water in a two-month
billing cycle, about 200 gallons per day, the proposal would result in an increase
of $2.41 per month in 2019 and $2.51 in 2020.
To ensure sufficient revenue is available during a water shortage emergency, the
Board for the first time will consider adopting "stage rates." If adopted, these
rates would only be implemented in the event of a water emergency.
"It's tough to tell our customers we need to raise rates but sometimes we have to
make the unpopular decision," said ACWD Board President James Gunther.
"We've pored over the numbers, cut where we could, and are deferring projects
and trimming positions when possible. But, we cannot compromise service and
water quality. "
About a third of the total revenue that ACWD collects will be used to fund critical
infrastructure improvements. Employee compensation and benefits are included
in the need for rate increases, despite long-term cost-cutting measures the
District has made in recent contract negotiations. "Our staffing levels are lean,
and we need a skilled workforce to treat and deliver'. water and services to our
customers," Gunther said.

Alameda County Water District www.acwd.org
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668-~200

43885 S. Grimmer Blvd. Fremont. CA 94538
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The proposed increases and water shortage emergency stage rates comes
following financial analyses and six public workshops. Two community meetings
were hosted in January in advance of the public hearing .
The Board will take public comment during the public hearing .
Date/Time:

Thursday, February 7, 2019
6 p.m .

Location:

Alameda County Water District Headquarters
Board Room
43885 S Grimmer Boulevard
Fremont, CA 94538

Visit www.acwd.org/rates for more information.

###
For more than 100 years, the Alameda County Water District has supplied water
to the residents and businesses of southern Alameda County. ACWD supplies
drinking water to the more than 356,000 people living in the cities of Fremont,
Newark and Union City. For more information, please visit www.acwd.org.

Alameda County Water District www.acwd.org
(51 Q) 668-4200 43885 S. Grimmer Blvd. Fremont. CA 94538
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 8, 2019
ACWD Contact: Sharene Gonzales, Senior Public Affairs Specialist
Phone: 510.668.4208
Email: Sharene.gonzales@acwd.com
Alameda County Water District Board of Directors Approves Increases in
Water Rates, Implementation of New Water Shortage Emergency Stage
Rates, Changes to the Fireline Policy, and an Increase in Customer
Assistance Program Credit

Fremont, Calif. - On February 7, 2019, the Alameda County Water District
Board of Directors approved a 2-year water rate increase -- 4 percent beginning
March 1, 2019 and 4 percent beginning March 1, 2020, to both the bimonthly
service charge and water consumption charge. The Board also approved the
water shortage emergency stage rates.

The approved 4 percent water rate increases for each of the next two years
results in an average increase of $2.41 per month to residential customers in
2019 and another $2.51 per month in 2020. This totals to about $5.02 per month
over the two-year period. ACWD's water rates continue to be in the lowest third
of 30 water utilities in the Bay Area.
About a third of the total revenue that ACWD collects will be used to fund critical
infrastructure improvement, including the ongoing replacement of about 900
miles of aging water mains, and constructing fish ladders along Alameda Creek.
The remaining revenue will be used to cover increasing operations and
maintenance costs.
To ensure sufficient revenue is available during a water shortage emergency, the
Board for the first time adopted "stage rates." These rates would only be
implemented in the event of a water emergency declared by the Board. There
would be a Public Hearing process for the Board to declare the water
emergency.
The Board of Directors does not take water rates increases lightly, but must
ensure the District continues to deliver reliable and high-quality water service.
The revenue gap currently faced cannot be closed by further cost-cutting. Many
of the costs associated with protecting water quality and reliable service are fixed
costs.
-more-

Alameda County Water District www.acwd.org
f 510) 668-4200 43885 S. Grimmer Blvd. Fremont CA 94538
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ACWD recognizes some customers may experience difficulty paying their water
bills. The customer assistance program, known as Help on Tap, provides
income-qualified residential customers a credit on their bimonthly water service
charge. The Board approved a credit increase from $20 to $25 on the bimonthly
water service charge. Applications for Help on Tap are available on the ACWD's
website at www.acwd.org/HOT.
The Board also approved changes to the fireline policy. Fireline residential
service is water service for both residential water needs and a home's fire
sprinkler system through the same connection to the water system . This type of
service is common for homes built since the 1990s. The policy changes result in
billing all residential fireline accounts based on the smallest meter that could
provide adequate water service absent the fire sprinkler system. Most customers
that have a residential fireline will experience a decrease in their service charge,
the amount of which depends on their meter size. In the coming weeks, ACWD
will contact eligible fireline customers to advise them of the policy updates.

For more information, please visit our website www.acwd.org/rates.
###

For more than 100 years, the Alameda County Water District has supplied water to the
residents and businesses of southern Alameda County. ACWD supplies drinking water
to the more than 356,000 people living in the cities of Fremont, Newark and Union City.
For more information, please visit www.acwd .org.
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February 8, 2019
Notice of Proposed Increase in the Replenishment Assessment Rate for Groundwater Extracted
for Purposes Other Than Agricultural and Municipal Recreation
You are receiving this notice because our records indicate that you own a property with a well, or own or
operate a well(s) within the Alameda County"Water District (ACWD)-managed Niles Cone Groundwater Basin.
ACWD staff is proposing a 5.3% increase in the replenishment assessment (RA) rate for groundwater pumped
or extracted for purposes other than agricultural and municipal recreation, effective July 1, 2019. This would
change the rate from $437 to $460 per acre-foot of groundwater extracted. Only property owners with a well,
well owners, and operators of wells (or other groundwater extraction facilities) within the ACWD-managed
Niles Cone Groundwater Basin would be affected by this proposal. It does not apply to the rates and charges for
water served to residences and businesses by ACWD's distribution system.
Revenue from the RA helps ACWD offset its costs to replenish and maintain groundwater supplies for the
benefit of the users of the groundwater basin. ACWD is experiencing a multi-year period of capital
improvements to repair aging recharge facilities and render them in compliance with the Endangered Species
Act in order to sustain diversion capability. Increases in the replenishment assessment rate in recent years have
helped pay for these projects and other operating costs. A significant amount of work has been completed,
including replacement of Rubber Dam 1, removal of Rubber Dam 2, construction of the Shinn Gravity Rediversion facility, repair of the Lago Los Osos-pipeline, and installation of retractable fish screens at Kaiser
Pond, Bunting Pond, and the Alameda Creek pipeline. Replacement of the Rubber Dam 3 fabric and
construction of the Rubber Dam 3 fish ladder are expected to be completed in early 2019. Rubber Dam 1 fish
ladder, fish screens at Shinn Pond, and Vallecitos Channel betterments are among the projects that will need to
proceed over the next 5 to 7 years. The recommended level of replenishment assessment revenue will help
ACWD continue the necessary actions that ensure the supply and quality of groundwater in the basin.
Additional detail on how the proposed -increase was calculated is provided in the 2019 Survey Report on
Groundwater Conditions (Survey Report). The Survey Report is available for review at the ACWD
Headquarters. It can also be found on-line by doing the following steps:
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

Visit us at: http: //www.acwd.org/
In the list on the left side, click on " Groundwater Resources"
Click on "Groundwater Management"
Click on "Annual Survey Report on GW Conditions"
Click on " Annual Survey Report"

A public hearing on the replenishment assessment for FY 2019/20 will be held at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, April 9,
2019, in the Board Room at ACWD Headquarters, 43885 South Grimmer Boulevard, Fremont. If you wish to
comment on, or protest, the proposed replenishment assessment rate increase, you may submit a written
comment or protest by mail, in person, or by visiting our website, as follows :
Alameda County Water District
Attn: Proposed Groundwater RA Rate Increase Protest
By Mail - P.O. Box 5110, Fremont, CA 94537-5510
In-person - 43885 South Grimmer Boulevard, Fremont, CA 94538
On-Line - http: //www.acwd.org/raprotest

If submitting by mail or in person, please be sure to include your name, daytime phone number (for protest
verification), and the address of the property where the well is located. Written comments or protests must be
received by ACWD before the end of the April 9, 2019, public hearing. Online comments or protests must be
received by 5:00 PM on April 9, 2019.

0

RECYCLED PAPER

