Alameda County Water District
510.668.4218
www.acwd.org

Water-Efficient Landscape
Rebate Program
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Trade in your high-maintenance and water-thirsty lawn for a
more natural, low maintenance, and water-efficient landscape,
and ACWD will give you money back for doing it!

Get a Rebate of up to $20,000*
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*Rebate is based on $0.50 per square foot of lawn converted to water-efficient landscape.
Commercial and industrial customers, multifamily homes, and HOAs are eligible for up to
$20,000. Rebates are issued on a first-come, first-served basis. Funding is limited and may
be exhausted without prior notice.
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Program Information

Program Details (continued)

Alameda County Water District (ACWD) is offering rebates to
commercial, industrial, institutional, multi-family and home owner
association customers who replace their landscaped areas with a
water-efficient landscape. These beautiful new landscapes can save
you money on water bills, fertilizers, pesticides and maintenance.

Qualifying Water-Efficient Landscape Projects:
• California native or climate-appropriate plants that require little
or no supplemental irrigation. Please visit www.acwd.org for
resources on appropriate plants.
• Converted areas must have a minimum of 50% plant cover.
• Permeable hardscape such as pavers, bricks or flagstone set in
sand, gravel or decomposed granite. Water must pass through or
be absorbed by landscaping materials.
• If converted area is irrigated, only drip systems are allowed.
• All planted areas must have at least a three-inch layer of mulch.
• Sheet mulching must be at least four inches in depth.

How do I participate?
1
2
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4
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Carefully measure the lawn area you want to convert.
Fill out and submit the attached application. ACWD will review
your application and call to schedule an appointment for a preconversion inspection.
Meet with ACWD for a pre-conversion inspection and approval.
Complete the project within 90 days from the approval date and
notify ACWD when it is complete.
Meet with ACWD for a post-conversion inspection.

*Rebate checks may take six to eight weeks to process. Check with ACWD to ensure
availability of funds.

Non-Qualifying Projects:
• Plant material that requires regular water and is not adapted to a
summer-dry climate.
• Artificial lawn/turf installations
• Non-biodegradable weed-block material.
• Exposed soil surfaces (exceptions may be made for enhancing
insect habitat).
• Overhead spray/sprinkler systems.
• Impermeable surfaces such as concrete, bricks or flagstone
mortared into place.

WATER-EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE REBATE APPLICATION
Complete application and mail to:
ACWD Water Conservation, 43885 S. Grimmer Blvd., Fremont, CA. 94538

Applicant Name: ____________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
City: ________________________________________ ZIP: __________________
ACWD account number: ______________________________________________
The best time to reach you M-F between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm? ______________
Is the applicant the property owner? Yes ____ No ____
If “No”, property owner’s signature signifies permission for Applicant to
participate in Program _______________________________________________
What is the area of proposed water-efficient landscape project?
(Length x Width) = _____________________________________________Sq. Ft.
How did you hear about the Program? __________________________________

Please draw an aerial view of your proposed project. Include
MAP
measurements
to explain the total area of lawn to be converted.
Please attach your proposed plant list – see the “Resources” section for
guidance on plant selection.

Agreement
I, the undersigned, understand that the Water-Efficient Landscape Rebate Program (Program) is a
limited, first-come/first-served, one-time program, and that rebates are given only for projects for which
applications are approved in advance of installation. I have read, understand, and will comply with all
Program requirements, Terms and Conditions, and understand that ACWD will deny any application that
does not meet Program requirements. I understand that I may forfeit any rebate I may receive if I do
not maintain the area to be converted in accordance with the Program requirements for at least three
years after receipt of any rebate. I have independently selected materials, supplies and labor for the
purpose of performing installation. I agree that all work performed will comply with applicable state
and local laws, ordinances and regulations. I agree that ACWD may visit the premises to inspect existing
conditions and to verify that the work has been performed in accordance with all Program
requirements. I understand that ACWD’s only purpose in making such inspections is to verify
compliance with Program requirements and that ACWD does not make any determination with respect
to whether materials and equipment are free of defects, the quality of workmanship, or the suitability of
the premises or the materials or equipment for the installation. I also understand that the installation of
irrigation equipment and landscape materials may not result in lower water bills. I agree to defend,
indemnify and hold harmless ACWD, its directors, officers, agents and employees against any and all
loss, liability, expense, claims, suits and damages, including attorney’s fees, arising out of or resulting
from participation in the Program, including without limitation the installation of irrigation equipment
and landscape materials.

I have read, understand, and agree to the terms and conditions of this rebate program.

Signature: ____________________________ Date: _________________
You can use this grid or attach a separate plan to your application.
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Water-Efficient Landscape Program Qualifications
• Project must be approved by ACWD before any lawn is removed.
ACWD pre- and post-conversion inspections are required.
• Customers must convert a minimum of 200 square feet of lawn. A
majority of which should be visible from the street.
• Landscaped areas outside the lawn conversion area will not be
included in the rebate calculation, i.e., eligible square footage.
• The site must be served by an ACWD water account. The lawn
proposed for conversion must be currently irrigated with ACWD
water and actively maintained during the last 18 months.
• If applicant is not the property owner, written permission from
the property owner is required.
• Customers may participate one time per water account
• Projects should be completed within 90 days of ACWD approval
(Notice to Proceed), unless ACWD approves additional time.

Application checklist
o Did you measure only the lawn area to be converted and is a
majority of the area visible from the street?
o Are you converting a minimum of 200 square feet of lawn?
o Is the lawn area to be converted currently being maintained
and watered?
Lawn conversion checklist

Rebate Amounts
•
Rebate amount is $0.50 per square foot of lawn converted.
•
Maximum rebate amount is $20,000 for commercial, industrial,
and institutional, multi-family and homeowner association sites.
•
Receipts are required for all landscaping materials; rebates will
not be issued for labor, rentals or tools.
•
Rebate checks may take 6 to 8 weeks to process following postconversion approval. Rebates may be considered taxable income.
Please consult with your tax accountant to determine what
impact this may have on your tax situation. Please fill out and
submit the enclosed W-9, your rebate will not be processed
without a completed W-9.

My plan includes one or more of the following (please check all that apply):

o A minimum of 50 percent plant cover
o Drip irrigation only (if area is to be irrigated)
o A minimum of 3” layer of mulch in planted areas
o Climate-appropriate plants
o Permeable hardscape
Check to make sure that your plan does not include the following:
o No artificial turf
o No non-biodegradable weed-block material
o No Overhead spray/sprinkler systems
o No Exposed soil surfaces
o No inclusion of areas that were not lawn
o No impermeable hardscape (i.e. cement, flagstone mortared
into place)
Resources
Visit www.acwd.org for help with your Water-Efficient Landscape
Project:
• Program Terms and Conditions and Frequently Asked
Questions
• Information about water efficient plants appropriate for this
program and links to several helpful websites and online tools

